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On the Cover: Rock Creek Camping
			by Craig Ridenour

Craig’s research for the illustration included studying
reference photos of the Rock Creek crossing site, both
eyelevel views and aerial views, and a visit to the area which
is in close proximity to the site. “I additionally referred
to very helpful notes, photos, and comments from Ken
McClintock regarding the crossing site, which is believed
to be the location most frequently used by the wagon
trains. Also of immense value was the historical account
of traveling on the trail in the form of a diary from Frank
Stahl, and Rebecca Cohen Mayer's account of traveling the
trail with her husband, long-time Santa Fe trader Henry
Mayer,” Craig wrote.
“Joanne VanCoevern also provided me with great photos
of wagons and teams to refer to, which was very beneficial,
as were comments she forwarded from people attending
the Rendezvous at Larned last September. Additional
comments from Larry Short and others helped define the
final view. It was a pleasure to work with Joanne on this
project and her help putting the rendering together was
invaluable.”
Craig Ridenour, AIA, is an artist who works in watercolor, oil,
pencil, and pen & ink. Graduating from KSU with a BA in art,
he moved to Oklahoma where
he received a Masters Degree
in Architecture from the University of Oklahoma and a Juris
Doctorate degree in Law from
Oklahoma City University. He
currently practices architecture
and law but devotes most of his
time to architectural rendering.
His hobbies include swimming,
horses, photography, and hunting. Craig and his wife Patty
live in Oklahoma City but still maintain a strong connection to his hometown, Council Grove. Craig can be contacted at craigridenour@live.com. 

About the Santa Fe Trail Association

The mission of the Santa Fe Trail Association is to protect and preserve the Santa
Fe Trail and to promote awareness of the historical legacy associated with it.
Follow us online at www.santafetrail.org,
Facebook, Twitter, Pinterest and YouTube
Wagon Tracks, the official publication of the Santa Fe Trail Association (SFTA), publishes well-researched and documented peer-reviewed articles
relating to the Santa Fe Trail. Wagon Tracks is published in February, May, August, and November. Deadlines are the 10th of the month prior to
publication. Queries are welcome. Complete submission guidelines are posted at www.santafetrail.org. Although the entire issue of Wagon Tracks is
copyrighted in the name of the Santa Fe Trail Association, copyright to each article remains in the author’s name. Articles may be edited or abridged at
the editor’s discretion.
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As I See It

by Larry Justice, President of SFTA 		

Leadership

The quote of British-American
author and teacher Simon Sinek
identifies the meaning for election/
selection of our next board of directors. “Leadership is not about the next
election, it’s about the next generation.”

“Leadership is not about the next election, it’s about the next generation.”
Simon Sinek
This will be my next-to-last article
in Wagon Tracks as President of the
Santa Fe Trail Association. As I
write this article for the May 2019
issue, I have been thinking about our
organization and the election/selection of new members for our Board
of Directors. The slate of officers was
presented at the Board of Directors
meeting in Las Vegas, New Mexico,
in March in anticipation of our
general membership meeting in St.
Louis in September.
I have studied and taught leadership
on several university campuses for
a number of years and feel I have a
grasp of the needs for quality leadership. In this day and age when
quality and competent leadership
seems to be lacking in many sectors,
including world leadership, national
leadership, state leadership, and family leadership (notably the scandal
surrounding those who “bought” entry into some of our nation’s premier
universities), there are lessons we all
can learn about being strong leaders. What follows is based upon my
concepts of quality leadership for our
organization—the Santa Fe Trail Assocation.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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As our mission statement purports,
“The mission of the Santa Fe Trail
Association is to protect and preserve
the Santa Fe Trail and to promote
awareness of the historical legacy
associated with it.” To demonstrate
great leadership, our senior leadership
and board must grasp the essential
principle identified by Sinek, that
leadership is about the next generation. We love the Trail. We want to
preserve the legacy of the Trail. But
our impact must center on the “next
generation.” If we lose sight of the
generations that follow, our goals for
preservation, for better funding, for
signing, etc., are of little importance.
John Kennedy once stated that
“Leadership and learning are indispensable to each other.” The Santa
Fe Trail Association MUST have as
a driving force the determination to
find ways to impact the next generations. Our work with the students
at Avila University is part of that
mandate.
I genuinely appreciate the original
vision of Della Orton to develop
Rock Creek Crossing. She shared her
passion to bring school buses loaded
with children to learn the story of the
Trail on property owned by her family and to see the places she saw as a
little girl growing up east of Council
Grove. As the dedication of Rock
Creek Crossing approaches on June
8, Della’s goal is becoming a reality
for today AND for “the next generation.”
American author and leadership
development guru Ken Blanchard
once said, “The key to successful
leadership today is influence, not authority.” Allow me to “influence” you
Wagon Tracks

—whether you are an elected leader
of the SFTA, a volunteer with one
of the chapters, a valued member of
the Santa Fe Trail Association, or a
casual reader of Wagon Tracks—with
“Eight Principles of Leadership” by
Brian Kight.
•

Great leadership begins with the
person, not the position.

•

Great leadership is about your
influence, not your authority.

•

Great leaders are as good at
listening as they are at communicating.

•

Great leadership is about wisdom, not intelligence.

•

Before you can lead, you must
first learn to follow.

•

Great leaders create stability and
drive change.

•

Great leaders use their power by
giving it to others.

•

Effective leadership requires
courage. Lots of courage. (Courage comes from the Latin word
for heart. Therefore, courage
means strength of heart.)

No doubt as you have noticed in the
Wagon Track columns I have written
over the past three and a half years,
I love applicable quotes I can use to
engender thought in our organization. Therefore, I close with a quote
from one of the greatest of American
teachers, Andrew Carnegie, who said,
“No man will make a great leader
who wants to do it all himself or get
all the credit for doing it.” We have
had some good successes over the
past years. And we have had some
challenges as well. But the successes
and challenges have been the honest
attempts to improve the Santa Fe
Trail Association. 
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Joanne’s Jottings by Joanne VanCoevern, Association Manager
who described their experiences, and
in some cases, their experiences specifically at the Rock Creek Crossing.

Dedication of the
Rock Creek Trail June 8
The Santa Fe Trail Association and
the Heart of the Flint Hills Chapter
are making plans for a dedication of
the Rock Creek Trail project on June
8 at the Della Orton property east
of Council Grove, Kansas. Included
with the dedication will be the seven
interpretive wayside exhibits that were
created for the Rock Creek Trail site.
Three of the exhibits will be placed
in the parking lot and are similar
to other informational kiosks that
have been placed along the Santa Fe
National Historic Trail. They present
information on sites to the east,
sites to the west, and sites located at
Council Grove. The remaining four
exhibits will be placed along the Rock
Creek Trail and cover the topics of
the prairie, the A. I. Baker home and
store, and camping and crossing on
the Santa Fe Trail.
For the wayside covering camping and
crossing on the Santa Fe Trail, original
artwork, shown on the cover of this
issue of Wagon Tracks, was created
by Craig Ridenour, Oklahoma City,
formerly of Council Grove, Kansas.
This is the focal piece of the exhibit,
providing a detailed view of what may
have happened as travelers crossed
water and set up camp. Information
used to create the image came from
diaries, journals, and letters of travelers
Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2019
Mayby2019

To create the two exhibits about the
Tallgrass Prairie, the SFTA asked
for design help from the experts. The
Flint Hills Discovery Center in Manhattan, Kansas, provided us with the
graphic design files for an exhibit on
“What’s in a Prairie,” which describes
the grasses, trees, and shrubs in the
landscape. Brian Martin and Cynthia
Rhodes, with the Kansas Native Plant
Society, designed the other prairie exhibit that describes birds and flowers
of the Tallgrass Prairie region.
To help
prepare the
graphic design files for
the wayside
exhibits,
SFTA turned
to Avila University, Kansas
City, Missouri. With
the Santa
Fe National
Melissa Gaillard
Historic Trail
crossing the Avila University campus,
this project provided students with
a direct connection to that history.
Melissa Gaillard took the lead on the
graphic design project and provided a
product that was ready to submit for
fabrication.
A key feature of the day’s events will
be a debut of the “Traveling Trail
Troupe” with the cast of characters
from the Santa Fe Trail. The Santa
Fe Trail characters will be on hand
to interact with modern users of the
Rock Creek Trail as they visit the interpretive exhibits along this area of
the Santa Fe National Historic Trail
corridor. As you walk along the Rock
Creek Trail, you may find yourself visiting with Seth Hays, Susan Magoffin, Josiah Gregg, William Becknell,
George Sibley, or other noted Santa
Wagon Tracks

Fe Trail travelers.
We invite attendees to enjoy a meal at
one of the fine dining establishments
in Council Grove and then join us
at 7:00 p.m. on the lawn of the Kaw
Mission State Historic Site, Council Grove, Kansas, for music by the
Tallgrass Express String Band. The
Kaw Mission and the Last Chance
Store State Historic Sites will be open
throughout the day and will feature
displays related to the story of the
Kaw Indians, the Santa Fe Trail, and
an exhibit of artifacts found at an
archaeological dig at the site of A. I.
Baker’s store on the Santa Fe Trail.
The Rock Creek Trail project was
made possible with funding received
from the National Park Foundation
with one of 20 grants awarded across
the nation as part of its celebration of
the 50th anniversary of the National
Trails System Act in 2018. The grants
were awarded for projects that will
enhance the country’s national trails
and provide increased public access.
Access to the Rock Creek Trail was
made possible by landowner Della
Orton. Funding for the creation of the
Traveling Trail Troupe was also received from the National Park Foundation and was available for recipients
of the 50th Trails funding as part of a
pilot project for the “Love Your Park”
campaign.
“With the National Park Foundation’s
support for these projects, the 50th
anniversary will have a lasting impact
for our nation’s wild and scenic rivers
and national trails,” said National Park
Service Deputy Director P. Daniel
Smith. “This is a wonderful legacy that
will last well beyond this celebratory
year [of 2018], ensuring that more
Americans can enjoy these exceptional
places for years to come.”
The National Park Foundation is the
official charity of America’s national
parks and nonprofit partner to the
Continued next page
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Joanne, continued from page 5
National Park Service. Chartered by
Congress in 1967, the National Park
Foundation raises private funds to
help PROTECT more than 84 million acres of national parks through
critical conservation and preservation
efforts, CONNECT all Americans
with their incomparable natural
landscapes, vibrant culture, and rich
history, and ENGAGE the next
generation of park stewards. Find
out more and become a part of the
national park community at www.
nationalparks.org
A Taste of History®
on the Santa Fe Trail
In our efforts to reach a broader audience with the message of the Santa
Fe Trail and its 200th anniversary,
SFTA leadership has explored a vari-

ety of ideas. One of those ideas led to
communications with a TV cooking
series called A Taste of History® that
explores America’s culinary beginnings from the birthplace of American cuisine. This innovative series
brings America’s history to life and
makes it vibrant as viewers step back
in time and get to know the history
of our country through the food they
ate and the recipes they prepared.
Chef Walter Staib, an award-winning, internationally known chef
with over four decades of experience, is a master of open hearth and
historic cookery. He demonstrates
a true mastery in the preparation of
sophisticated 18th- and 19th-century
cuisine. A Taste of History® has been
taped in significant historic locations from Jefferson’s Monticello to
the banks of the Delaware River at
Washington’s Crossing, and even a

segment from the Camino Real with
a visit to the Taos Peublo. In each
episode, Chef Staib explored the
origin of featured recipes and ingredients to reveal historical context.
A Taste of History® is an Emmy
Award-winning program, seen nationwide on Public TV and RLTV
and available on Amazon Prime,
and some segments are on YouTube.
More information about the series
can be found on the website at www.
atasteofhistory.org
SFTA is currently seeking funding
sources to make the sponsorship of
an episode of A Taste of History®
on the Santa Fe Trail a reality. If you
would like to be a part of this sponsorship effort, contact SFTA headquarters at info@santafetrail.org or
manager@santafetrail.org. 

Partnership for the National Trails System
By Marcia Will-Clifton

Senator Martin Heinrich of New Mexico
with Marcia Will-Clifton, PNTS Representative, during Hike the Hill

Outreach, Partnership
Workshops, and Activities
Mid-April was an exciting time for
a new opportunity to talk about the
Santa Fe National Historic Trail and
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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the Partnership for National Trails
System. I was invited to a workshop
in Ft. Collins, Colorado, sponsored
by the National Stewardship Wilderness Alliance and the Poudre
Wilderness Volunteers. I was able
to share a PowerPoint presentation
prepared by Steve Elkinton, National
Park Service retiree, on all the 30
scenic and historic trails that are
members of the Partnership. I spoke
about the Santa Fe National Historic
Trail and emphasized our upcoming
200th Anniversary Commemoration.
It was a great networking and educational event.
Updates from
March 2019 e-News, Advocacy
The Advocacy and Policy Committee
of PNTS continues its important
work with members of Congress for
the funding of the Land and Water
Conservation Fund (LWCF) and
robust funding requests for the Trails

Wagon Tracks

in the 2020 Fiscal Year Budget. We
celebrated the passage of the S.47John D. Dingell, Jr. Conservation,
Management and Recreation Act
in early March. This was the most
significant public lands legislation
since 2009. Two of the important
provisions of this act authorized the
North Country Scenic Trail Route
Adjustment and the Eastern Legacy
Extension of the Lewis and Clark
National Historic Trail.
National Trails Day will be June 1.
Please plan to attend a trail event
in your area to help give back to the
trails we love. 

    
July 10 is the submission
deadline for the August issue
of Wagon Tracks.

May 2019
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Symposium 2019 – St. Louis
September 25-28

We are planning a great Symposium at the Gateway to the West, while keeping costs down.
Registration: All symposium information and registration forms are online at www.santafetrail.org
Scroll down to picture: St. Louis: Gateway to Santa Fe. Underneath click on –
For the Symposium Schedule of Events, click here

For Symposium Registration Information, click here

Hotel: Hotel Reservations must be made before August 23 to obtain group rate.
Drury Plaza Hotel St. Louis at the Arch, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
		

www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2284548

		

www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2277230

		

www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2313010

Drury Inn & Suites St. Louis Convention, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
Drury Inn & Suites St. Louis Forest Park, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
The Drury offers very nice rooms for up to four occupants, and the complimentary breakfast and dinner provide a savings
of around $50 per day.
Tours include box lunch.

Tour to Daniel Boone Home: Ken Kamper will speak at the pavilion

Tour to St. Charles: Dorris Keeven-Franke and German/French heritage program
Gateway Arch (shuttle service available or walk from your downtown hotel)
City Transportation:
•

Metrolink light rail runs from Lambert Field Airport to downtown. The Stadium Station is 2-4 blocks from the Drury at
the Arch, the Convention Center Station is 1 block from the Drury Convention, and the Drury Forest Park is 2.4 miles
from the Forest Park Station. The Forest Park Station is 4 minutes walking distance from the Missouri History Museum.
You can ride Metrolink from either Drurys downtown directly to the Museum. Fares are $2.50/trip. See
www.metrostlouis.org.

•

Getting from the Drury Arch to the Museum is a straight drive through downtown, past the Cathedral, through St.
Louis University campus into Forest Park.

•

Shuttle service by St. Louis Trolley. Pick up at the Drury Arch at 8:00 a.m. for trip to the Museum and return trip in the
afternoon at 5:00 p.m. to the Drury Arch. Two-day (Thursday and Friday) ticket $55.00. For tickets email scoupal@kc.rr.
com; checks payable to SFTA, 1340 K-156 HWY, Larned KS 67550 or credit card call 888-321-7341.

•

Or you can set up an UBER account. UBERX seats up to 4 @$16.00 one way. UBERXL seats up to 6 @$23.00 one way.
Always check out the driver and car before getting in.

Cardinals – Cubs
Don’t care for the dinner cruise on Friday evening? Want to do something different? How about a baseball game? Busch Stadium is within walking distance of the Drury Arch hotel.
The Santa Fe Trail Association and the St. Louis Cardinals have come together to offer members, family, and friends
a discount to attend a Cardinals game. Join us on Friday, September 27, as the Cardinals face off against their division
rival Chicago Cubs. Tickets are in the Infield Pavilion and are discounted to just $35. Tickets are limited and subject to
availability, so get yours today. A link is set up to purchase tickets at www.cardinals.com/santafe 
Published
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SFTA 2019 Symposium - St. Louis
St. Louis: Gateway to Santa Fe
September 25-28, 2019
Registration will open at 8:00 a.m. every day at Missouri History Museum (MHM), 5700 Lindell Blvd, St. Louis, Missouri
• Wednesday, Sept. 25: MHM
9 a.m. – 3 p.m. SFTA Board of Directors Meeting
5:30 – 7:00 p.m. Kick-back reception at the Drury Hotel at the Arch, if staying there
• Thursday, Sept. 26: MHM
9:00-9:30 –Welcome/Introductions
9:30-10:15 – KEYNOTE Dr. Frances Levine: Maria, Carmen, Kate, and Company: Women on the Santa Fe Trail
10:15-10:45 – Break
10:45-11:30 – Speaker Christopher Gordon: St. Louis, Wellspring of the Santa Fe Trail, 1821-1855
11:30-12:15 – Lunch: tours, pick up box; or on your own at the MHM restaurant
12:15-12:45 – Load buses
		
Tour to Daniel Boone Home, Ken Kamper will speak at the pavilion
		
Tour to St. Charles, Dorris Keeven-Franke, German/French heritage program
		
Gateway Arch (shuttle service available or walk from your downtown hotel)
6:00 p.m. – Buses return to MHM
noon - 5:00 p.m. – Optional on your own events – Eugenie Webb Maine on the Webb Collection (MHM),
				
Missouri Historical Society Library (show and tell)
6:30-8:00 p.m. – Evening at the Museum (welcome reception, cash bar). MHM
• Friday, Sept. 27: MHM
9:00-9:15 – Announcements
9:15-10:00 – Speaker Craig Crease: Sacre Bleu! Frenchmen on the Trail to Santa Fe
10:00-10:30 – Break
10:30-11:15 – Speaker David Sapp: The Boone’s Lick Road: Missing Link to the Trans-Mississippi West
11:30-12:15 – Lunch: tours, pick up box; or on your own at the MHM restaurant
12:15-12:45 – Load buses
		
Tour to Daniel Boone Home, Ken Kamper will speak at the pavilion
		
Tour to St. Charles, Dorris Keeven-Franke, German/French heritage program
		
Gateway Arch (shuttle service available or walk from your downtown hotel)
6:00 p.m. – Buses return to MHM
7:00-10:00 p.m. – Optional river dinner cruise (limit 100), Cardinals baseball game, or free evening
• Saturday, Sept. 28 : MHM
8:30-10:00 – SFTA General Membership Meeting
10:00-10:15 – Break
10:15-11:00 – Speaker Ruth Friesen: Views and News of the Santa Fe Trail in Newspapers from St. Louis and Beyond
11:00-11:45 – Speaker David Sneed: St. Louis Legends: Chasing the Ghosts of Trails Past
11:45-12:45 – Lunch: tours, pick up box; or on your own at the MHM restaurant
12:15-12:45 – Load buses
		
Tour Bellefontaine & Calvary Cemeteries, Daniel Fuller will provide narration
		
Gateway Arch (shuttle service available or walk from your downtown hotel)
5:00 p.m.
– Buses return to MHM
7:00-10:00 p.m. – Banquet, Awards, and Hall of Fame at the Drury at the Arch. Banquet room overlooks the Arch.
• Sunday, Sept. 29: – Optional Day for activities on your own: Jefferson Barracks, military museum, river cruise, 		
zoo, Soldiers Memorial Museum, old courthouse
		
       
Hotel Reservations must be made before August 23 to obtain group rate
• Drury Plaza Hotel St. Louis at the Arch, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
		www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2284548
• Drury Inn & Suites St. Louis Convention, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
		www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2277230
• Drury Inn & Suites St. Louis Forest Park, $179/night, call 800-378-7946, or book online at
		www.druryhotels.com/bookandstay/newreservation/?groupno=2313010
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
8

Wagon Tracks

May 2019

8

: Wagon Tracks Volume 33, Issue 3 (May 2019)

“St. Louis: Gateway to Santa Fe”
REGISTRATION FORM
25-28 September 2019 – St. Louis, Missouri
(Please Print)
NAME & ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone # __________________________ E-mail Address ____________________________________________________________
(if we need to verify anything on your registration)
Registration will open at 8:00 a.m. every day at Missouri History Museum (MHM), 5700 Lindell Blvd, St. Louis, MO
Wednesday, Sept. 25, MHM, 9 a.m.-3 p.m, SFTA Board of Directors Meeting, contact Joanne VanCoevern if attending
FULL Registration - 		

____ person – member, non-member @$100 			

OR SINGLE DAY Registration for those unable to attend the full program
			
Thursday 			
________ person @$50 each 		
			
Friday				
________ person @$50 each 		
			
Saturday				
________ person @$50 each 		

$ ___________
$ ____________
$ ____________
$ ____________

OPTIONAL EVENTS (no charge):
Thursday, noon-5 p.m. – Eugenie Webb Maine – Webb Collection (MHM); Missouri Historical Society Library (show & tell);
6:30-8:00 p.m. – Evening at the Museum (welcome reception), cash bar (MHM)
SYMPOSIUM EVENTS:
Thursday – 9 a.m.-12:45 p.m. – speakers, pick up lunch, load buses
1-6 p.m. – tours include lunch
Daniel Boone Home ______ persons @$70.00 ea. 		
				
St. Charles
______ persons @$70.00 ea.		
Gateway Arch
______ persons @$40.00 ea

$ ___________			
$ ___________
$ ___________

Friday – 9 a.m.-12:45 p.m. – speakers, pick up lunch, load buses
1-6 p.m. – tours include lunch
Daniel Boone Home ______ persons @$70.00 ea. 		
			
St. Charles
______ persons @$70.00 ea.		
Gateway Arch
______ persons @$40.00 ea.

$ ___________
$ ___________
$ __________

7-10 p.m. – Skyline Dinner Cruise, Max. 100 Attendees, First Come ______ persons @$75.00 ea.

$ ___________

Saturday – 8:30-10 a.m. – SFTA General Membership Meeting, MHM
10 a.m.-12:45 p.m. – speakers, pick up lunch, load buses
Bellefontaine & Calvary Cemeteries ______ persons @$40.00 ea.
1-6 p.m. tours include lunch
				
Gateway Arch 		
______ persons @$40.00 ea.

$ ___________ 		
$ ___________

7-10 p.m. – Banquet & Awards & Hall of Fame Banquet at the Drury at the Arch, overlooks the Arch
							 ______ persons @50.00 ea.
$ ___________
Lunch choices:
all days – gluten free wraps____ vegetarian salads____
Thursday – sandwiches __ turkey __ ham __ beef 		
Friday
– sandwiches __ turkey __ ham __ beef
Saturday – sandwiches __ turkey __ ham __ beef
Dinner choices:
Saturday ___ Tenderloin Tips Modega ___ Chicken Spedini
									Grand Total
$ ___________
No refunds for cancellations after 9-1-19
Mail registration form and check payable to:			
To register online and pay by credit card (Deadline 9-10-19)
Santa Fe Trail Association					
Go to: www.santafetrail.org
1349 K-156 HWY					
Then scroll to picture St. Louis: Gateway to Santa Fe		
		
Larned, KS 67550					
Registration and information available there
Published
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Symposium 2021: William Becknell’s Journey to Santa Fe in 1821
By Dotti Russell, Editor of Bent's Fort

his debts and begin his plans for a return
trading trip to Santa Fe the following year.
His travels started what we know today as
the Santa Fe Trail, becoming an important
avenue of trade for sixty years. The Trail
served commerce and westward travelers
until 1880, ending with the coming of the
railroad.

Chapter newsletter

The 2021 Santa Fe Trail Association Symposium will mark the 200th year since
William Becknell traveled from Franklin,
Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico. Becknell, known as the “Father of the Santa
Fe Trail,” and his party of five men were
the first group to travel from the States to
Santa Fe, New Mexico, successfully trading their goods. The commemoration of this event, along
with the history of the Santa Fe Trail from the 1800s to today and into the future, will be held at Bent’s Old Fort and
La Junta, Colorado, September 22 to 26, 2021.
In 1821 William Becknell, deeply in debt, advertised for
companions, selected five men to join him, and left Franklin, Missouri, on September 1, 1821. According to Becknell’s diary,1 along with an analysis of the route by Michael
L. Olsen and Harry Myers,2 the men set out that day on
horseback traveling westward across Missouri. One of their
first stops was at Fort Osage to secure medicines and take
care of personal affairs. The travelers then continued westward, crossing the Osage River on September 20th. They
reached the Arkansas River in Indian Territory [which
became Kansas Territory in 1854], most likely in the vicinity of what is today Great Bend, on the 24th. The next day,
finding a low spot in the river, they crossed to the south side
of the Arkansas.
The party continued westward across the Indian Territory
into what was then Mexico (New Mexico). Following the
Arkansas River they came to a fork in the river, chose the
fork to the left (Purgatoire River), eventually following the
Chacuaco Creek. After leaving the Chacuaco Creek area,
they went through what is today known as the Emery Gap/
Trinchera Pass and then crossed the Dry Cimarron (thinking it was the Canadian River). The party continued traveling westward in the area of Mt. Capulin and the Johnson
Mesa-Raton Mountains. “They probably crossed the Canadian River north of the Rock Crossing (or possibly at
the Rock Crossing itself ), heading for the Sangre de Cristo
Mountains.”3 While the exact route of Becknell’s travels
will never be known, what is known is that he did not travel
through the Raton Pass enroute to Santa Fe.
On November 13, just south of Las Vegas, New Mexico,
the party came into contact with Captain Pedro Ignacio
Gallego,4 whose command had been sent out by New
Mexico Governor Don Facundo Melgares5 to curtail Indian
threats. The next day the Becknell party continued on their
journey, reaching Santa Fe on November 16, 1821.

Was it the chance meeting with Captain
Gallego near Las Vegas, New Mexico, on
November 13 when the Becknell party learned of Mexico’s
newfound independence from Spain? Or had Becknell
known before or heard the news during his travels? There is
no mention of this in his diary, so the answer today remains
unknown.
Scholars still debate the reason for Becknell’s expedition
westward. As Becknell’s ad for traveling companions said
only that they would be traveling westward, speculation
continues as to what was the trip’s original destination.
Marc Simmons6 and others state that from the expedition’s
start the aim was to reach Santa Fe for the purpose of trade.
Another thought is that Becknell and his companions set
out to trade with the Indians7 and then traveled on to Santa
Fe after the meeting with Captain Gallego. A few think
that the party set out on a hunting and trapping venture.8
Whatever the reason, the Becknell party traveled westward
from Franklin, Missouri, across Indian Territory into what
became southeastern Colorado in the Purgatoire River/
Chacuacu Creek area and northern New Mexico, following
known roads, animal trails, and Indian trails that eventually
ended in Santa Fe.
Today, travel is much easier, driving on paved roads with
maps in hand to find our way. We travel for leisure, business, or to visit family and friends. Travel plans can be made
far in advance or spur of the moment. When thinking of
travel, it’s not too early to start thinking about what “Trail”
you’ll take to the 2021 SFTA Symposium. There are lots of
options to choose from, but whichever way you choose, plan
now to be in La Junta, Colorado, September 22-26, 2021,
to learn more about the Trail, its travelers, and its ongoing
impact on American history and commerce. 
Notes
1.
2.

Returning to Missouri, Becknell was able to pay most of
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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Journal of William Becknell, published in the Missouri Intelligencer,
Vol. IV, No. 38, Franklin, MO (April 22, 1823), 2-3.
Olsen, Michael L., and Harry C. Myers, “The Diary of Pedro
Ignacio Gallego Wherein 400 Soldiers Following the Trail of
Comanches Met William Becknell on His First Trip to Santa
Fe”, Wagon Tracks (Volume 7, November 1992, Number 1),
16. The article contains a lengthy discussion of the route that
Becknell traveled from Missouri to Santa Fe. The article can
be found on-line at www.santafetrail.org/publications/wagon-
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2019 SFTA Awards and Hall of Fame
Nominations Open

The Las Vegas Challenge Continues
By Rich Lawson, Funding/Special Appeals Chair

By Linda Colle, Awards Chair
The deadline to submit nominations for SFTA awards and
the Hall of Fame is July 1. The following awards are available for nominations this year:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Award of Merit
David Clapsaddle Memorial Chapter Award
Paul Bentrup Ambassador Award
Marc Simmons Writing Award
Educator Award
Scholarship Award
Pete & Faye Gaines Memorial Heritage Preservation
Award
• Jack D. Rittenhouse Memorial Stagecoach Award
Criteria and eligibility, as well as the nomination form for
each award, can be found at www.santafetrail.org/about-us/
awards/.
The two categories for nominations to the Hall of Fame are:
Historic Hall of Fame—Individuals who lived prior to 1900
and traveled the Santa Fe Trail and/or made a significant
contribution to or had an impact on history of the Santa Fe
Trail; and Modern Hall of Fame—Individuals who lived
after 1900 and are now deceased, who have been significant
in the study of the Santa Fe Trail, or have made a significant
contribution to preservation of the Trail, historic information, artifacts, or remnants related to the Trail.

I was not able to be with the SFTA board of directors and
chapter presidents at Las Vegas to present the Las Vegas
Challenge, but the challenge was presented in my absence,
with three members signing up to participate. I am holding
the challenge open so that all members of the SFTA have a
chance to hear about it, as we promote, protect, and preserve
the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
Here’s how it works. I have already committed to $1,000 a
year for five years. If five of you will commit to the same, I
will give another $1,000 to the SFTA. If ten will take the
challenge, I will add another $1,000 a year for the balance of
my commitment.
In addition to the additional funds, I will present a signed,
framed Gary Gore print “Gathering at Old Bent’s Fort” at
the St. Louis Symposium to each person who has deposited
their first $1,000 before the symposium. I have committed
to ten of these professionally framed prints and would love
to present all ten of them in St. Louis.
Give Rich Lawson a call at 660-238-4871, then send your
first check to Linda Revello at the Santa Fe Trail Association, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550. Because of you,
thousands of people from around the world can visit historic
trail sites that were a part of writing America’s western history. Take the challenge! Follow the trail! 

Any SFTA member may nominate someone for consideration for the Hall of Fame. In addition, SFTA would
appreciate suggestions for names of people who should be
considered for future nominations.

Addendum to February Wagon Tracks
In the article, "Dedication of Marker at Dry Route Crossing
of Pawnee Fork and Boyd's Ranch" in the February issue
of Wagon Tracks, page 16, directions to the Boyd's Ranch
marker were omitted. The Boyd's Ranch marker is located
on the Larned State Hospital campus: go west from Larned,
Kansas, on K-156 Hwy approximately 2 miles, turn south on
Hwy 264 to Larned State Hospital. In one mile at the stop
sign on campus, turn right on North Pawnee Drive, and the
marker is .3 miles on the right.

Direct links to the nomination forms are:
•
•

Awards: www.santafetrail.org/forms/award-nomination-form.html
Hall of Fame: www.santafetrail.org/forms/hall-offame-nomination-form.html 

Notes, previous page
3.
4.
5.
6.

7.

tracks/pdf/V.%207%2092-93.pdf.
Ibid, 17.

8.

Ibid, 1.
Ibid, 1.

Ibid, 15. Olsen and Myers refer to Marc Simmons, Opening the
Santa Fe Trail (Cerrillos: Gallisteo Press, 1971), 3.

Published
UNM Digital Repository, 2019
Mayby2019

Wagon Tracks

Ibid, 15. Olsen and Myers refer to Josiah Gregg, The Commerce
of the Prairies, ed. by Milo M. Quafe (Lincoln: University of
Nebraska Press, 1967), 6-7.

Ibid, 15. Olsen and Myers refer to Max L. Moorhead, New
Mexico’s Royal Road, Trade and Travel on the Chihuahua Trail
(Norman: University of Oklahoma Press. 1958), 60; and Henry
Inman, The Old Santa Fe Trail, the Story of a Great Highway
(Topeka: Crane and Company, 1899), 38.
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Nominees for SFTA Officers and Board of Directors Presented
The slate of nominees for officers and
board positions for the Santa Fe Trail
Association is presented by the nominating committee, chaired by Sandra
Slusher.
Board members are elected for a fouryear term, which will begin following their election at the 2019 SFTA
membership meeting, which will be
held in St. Louis, Missouri, on September 28, 2019, during the Symposium. Board members will serve until
September of 2023. The one exception
is that nominee Merideth Hmura will
be appointed by the new president, in
September, to complete the term of
secretary-nominee Marcia Fox which
ends in 2021. At that point Merideth
will be eligible for re-election to a full
term.
Officers will be elected to a two-year
term and serve until September 2021,
at which time all four will be eligible
for a second term.
President-Nominee
Larry D. Short
Independence, MO

Larry Short has been the Vice President of the Santa Fe Trail Association
for the past three-plus years, and the
president for the Missouri River Outfitters Chapter of SFTA for the past
six years. While serving on the SFTA
Board he worked on mapping and
signage programs, served as Events
Coordinator, worked on the development of several new kiosks and
interpretive sites, and co-chaired the
Symposium 2017 in Olathe.
He is a member of all of the Kansas
City trails groups including OCTA,
the Trails Head Chapter of OCTA,
the Kansas City Area Historic Trails
Association, Freedom’s Frontier, the
Jackson County Historical Society, the
State of Missouri Historical Society,
the Friends of the National Frontier
Trails Museum, the Friends of Fort
Osage Historic site, the Friends of the
Rice-Tremonti Home Association, the
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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Barnes Enclosure/Cave Spring Association, and the Raytown Historical
Society and Museum, of which he
serves on the board as treasurer.
Vice-President-Nominee
Christine Day
Wamego, KS

Christine Day has shepherded fifth
and sixth grade students down the
Santa Fe Trail on ten-eleven-day
camping trips since 1985. For the
past several years she co-chaired the
Education Committee for the Santa
Fe Trail Association. This committee
presented workshops for teacher accreditation, organized student camps,
and created the Junior Wagon Master
Booklets and the program to distribute them.

1984 until her retirement in January
2012, and was involved with the seminars since they were first coordinated
by the Trail Center in 1980. These
Rendezvous are now a cooperative effort of the Santa Fe Trail Center, Fort
Larned National Historic Site, and
the Santa Fe Trail Association.
Secretary-Nominee
Marcia Fox
Wamego, KS

Marcia Fox is a charter member of the
Santa Fe Trail Association. Throughout the past 32 years, she has been
an active member in the Association,
attending board meetings, and going
to symposiums and rendezvous. She
is currently a director on the SFTA
Board.

The Santa Fe Trail Association presented Christine the Educator Award
and the Paul Bentrup Ambassador
Award. Through Kansas State University's Huck Boyd Institute, she received the “Leader of the Year” award
for the Santa Fe Trail education trips
with students.

Together with Chris Day, she founded
and sponsored many children’s trips
from Wamego to Santa Fe. She was
also co-chair of the SFTA Education
Committee and presented various
workshops to teachers along the Trail
and historical organizations in Nebraska and Virginia.

Chris earned a music degree from
Iowa State University in Music
Education and Performance, and
certification in the Orff Levels and
Master Class. She retired in 2017 after
teaching 42 years in the public school
system. She has served as president for
several professional music and history
organizations.

When she retired from teaching after
35 years and went to work for the
Kansas Historical Society, she had
to withdraw from the biennial trips
along the Trail. Still she continued her
involvement in SFTA, serving terms
as Secretary, co-authoring the Junior
Wagon Master program with Chris
Day and Janet Armstead, and chairing
the Membership Committee.

Treasurer-Nominee
Ruth Olson Peters
Larned, KS

Ruth retired as the director of the
Santa Fe Trail Center at Larned, Kansas, and had served as secretary and/or
treasurer of SFTA since it was founded. She is a native of Garfield, Kansas,
on the Trail. She served on many
SFTA committees and is currently
chairman of the Budget Committee
and Acquisitions/Archives Committee. Ruth was the Project Director of
the SFT Rendezvous seminars since
Wagon Tracks

Now that she has retired after ten
years for a second time, she has invested time and energy in other historical/genealogical organizations, while
keeping her close ties with the SFTA:
Manhattan Polly Ogden KSDAR
Chapter (current secretary) and the
Elizabeth Knapp Chapter of the Kansas Daughters of American Colonists
(KSDAC), (state secretary).
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Director Nominees
Mark Eric Brooks
Council Grove, KS

Mark Eric Brooks is a fourth generation Council Grovian. He spent 20
years as a butcher and meat department manager of a local grocery store.
A major back injury made him change
careers, and he started volunteering
to give guided tours of historical sites
in Council Grove. He had always
loved history, and four years ago he
was hired as Site Administrator of the
Kaw Mission and Last Chance Store
State Historic Sites.
Mark served on the Council Grove
City Council for 10 years, and is now
President of the Council. He is the
chair of the City Historic Sites Committee, and oversaw several new and
corrected signs put up around Council
Grove. He coached baseball for 14
years, and now serves on the Kansas
Babe Ruth State Board as the State
Commissioner of 10-year-olds. He’s
been a cast member of “Voices of the
Wind People” for several years.
LaDonna Hutton (incumbent)
Rocky Ford, CO

LaDonna brings extensive experience
to the Board, as she has been an active
member of the Santa Fe Trail Association since 1996, and has served
as the Bent’s Fort Chapter Secretary
and Vice President. She served on the
SFTA Board of Directors from 20072019, as Vice-President in 2011-2013,
and then President from 2013-2015.
In addition, she was instrumental in
planning several symposiums—the
2007 SFTA Symposium, the 2015 Fur
Trade Symposium, and now the 2021
SFTA Symposium.
LaDonna has a Masters Degree in
Education from Colorado State University, and 34 years experience as a
business educator and school administrator. She has held a Colorado Real
Estate license since 1974 and upgraded it to a Colorado Broker’s License in
2005, pursuing a career in real estate
since that time.
Published
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Marjorie Kern
Manhattan, KS

Marjorie Kern grew up with the Santa
Fe Trail literally in her back yard. The
granddaughter of Ralph Hathaway
and the daughter of Carolyn (Hathaway) and Ed Kern, she grew up
listening to tales of four generations of
family ties to the land. She especially
enjoyed learning history from family
friends Marc Simmons and Dr. Leo
Oliva. After Ralph’s passing in 2009,
Marjorie joined the Santa Fe Trail Association to carry forward her grandfather’s legacy of preservation.
Today she lives in Manhattan, Kansas,
with her husband James and their
two daughters, Alexis and Dakota.
Marjorie’s job as a paralegal gives her
a unique insight into important issues
that affect the trail sites, such as estate
planning, real estate, and historic preservation.
Richard Salamon
Tulsa, OK

Richard Salamon joined SFTA in
2001, but has been exploring the
Santa Fe Trail since the late 1980s.
Starting with the 2003 Symposium
in Kansas City, he has attended all of
the Symposiums and a number of the
Rendezvous meetings. He is a member of the Cimarron Cutoff Chapter.
His undergraduate degree is from
Eastern New Mexico University with
majors in Anthropology, Business, and
Finance, and he has a Masters Degree
in Economics from New Mexico State
University.
He started working in the energy
business in 1971, was an officer of a
publicly traded entity, traded commodities on behalf of a significant
regional bank, and started his own energy entity in 2004. He has served on
the board of directors for a handful of
trade organizations located in Oklahoma and Washington, D.C.
Additionally, Richard also represented
the Oklahoma Governor’s Office in
hearings at the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC), assisted
Wagon Tracks

with the drafting of legislation regarding natural gas matters, lobbied legislators at the state and national levels,
received a governor’s appointment in
2010 to serve on a task force regarding
proposed legislation, and has written
and filed petitions with the FERC
that were successful in altering proposed regulatory matters.
Sandra Slusher (incumbent)
Lexington, MO

Sandra was born into a historic town,
Lexington, Missouri. She taught English, art, and architecture for 36 years.
She married Roger Slusher, who was
a history teacher and former president
of SFTA. She has traveled many times
along the Trail from Franklin, Missouri, to Santa Fe, New Mexico, and
beyond. She is the historian for the
Missouri River Outfitters Chapter
of SFTA and vice-president of the
local chapter of River Valley Master
Gardeners. The garden around her
1840s Greek Revival home is periodaccurate.
Christine St. Vrain-Fischahs
Los Alamos, NM

As a St. Vrain family descendant,
Christine has been interested in the
Santa Fe Trail since childhood. Working as a paralegal for 25 years prevented her from pursuing her real passions—history, historic preservation,
and genealogy. However, now that
she is retired, those professional skills
continue to serve her well in organizational matters. She is currently the 1st
Vice Regent for the Stephen Watts
Kearny Chapter-DAR in Santa Fe,
New Mexico, and has been nominated
to the Board for New Mexico State
Organization-DAR (“NMSODAR”)
in the position of Recording Secretary.
She is also on the Santa Fe Trail 200th
Commemorative Anniversary Committee for the NMSODAR.
Pat Traffas (incumbent)
Overland Park, KS

Pat Traffas graduated from Fort Hays
State University with a degree in
Cytotechnology and General Science, and has been a member of the
13
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American Society of Clinical Pathologists since 1974. That same year she
married Vincent Traffas, D.V.M. Pat
became a member of DAR in 1974,
serving in numerous offices on the
chapter, state, and national levels. In
1995 Pat was elected State Regent of
Kansas, and later was elected as Vice
President General, National Society
DAR. She and the State Historian
made the first comprehensive inventory of DAR markers in Kansas. Over
the past 23 years, Pat has helped to
document all DAR Santa Fe Trail
markers from Missouri to New
Mexico, establishing valuable contacts
with landowners, agency partners, and
friends up and down the Trail.
Pat possesses a working knowledge of
non-profits from her experience with
numerous other trails associations.
She is currently National President
of the Oregon-California Trails Association (term concludes 2019),
Vice President of Kansas City Area
Trails Association, Board Member of
Missouri-Kansas River Bend Chapter
of the Lewis and Clark Trail Heritage
Foundation, and serves as a Director
for the Santa Fe Trail Association.
She co-chairs the Research Committee and serves on the Mapping and
Marking Committee for SFTA. Her
current place of work as a funeral
director and embalmer is located at
123rd and State Line Road in Kansas City, right on top of the Santa Fe
Trail, so not a day goes by that she
doesn’t revel in the legacy of those intrepid trail traders and travelers. 

Van Dyke Bequest
The Santa Fe Trail Association recently received a bequest from the
Wood and Huston Bank in Marshall,
Missouri, for $5,000 on behalf of the
Robert L. Van Dyke trust. Robert L.
Van Dyke, who grew up in Marshall,
passed away January 2, 2019.
He joined his late father, Leonard, at
Van Dyke and Company, a company
formed by his great-grandfather in
1871, which was a major force in
insurance and real estate in Saline
County, Missouri.
Robert was a member of the Santa
Fe Trail Association and familiar
with the sites at Arrow Rock and the
Weinrich Rutts north of Marshall. He
was active in many local organizations,
and sat on the boards of the Marshall
School Board, the Blosser Home for
Women, and the Ridge Park Cemetery.
The Santa Fe Trail Association extends its appreciation for his generous bequest. His gift will assist the
organization in preserving, protecting,
and promoting the Santa Fe National
Historic Trail.

Planned giving is just one of the many
tools the SFTA is using as we try to
close the gap in our funding decrease
from the NPS. There are many facets
to planned giving, each of which can
be beneficial to the SFTA. Robert’s
planned giving was through a carefully designed trust administered by
the Wood and Huston Bank in his
hometown.
A trust is a legal document that is typically designed to handle one’s estate.
It helps an individual maintain control
over their assets during life and control how the assets are disbursed after
life. There are many other benefits of
a trust, some possible tax saving and
control benefits, all of which need to
be discussed with legal counsel. In
the trust Robert Van Dyke created,
he directed the $5,000 gift to be sent
to the SFTA, thus his planned giving
was carried out according to his trust
instructions.
Remember the SFTA in your planned
giving. You live on the assets during
life, then gift them from beyond the
grave.
The SFTA does not provide legal advice.
Contact your legal counselor for assistance.

Yes, I would like to help the Santa Fe Trail Association preserve, protect, and promote the Santa Fe National Historic Trail.
Credit Card: Call 888-321-7341 www.lastchancestore.org. (Ask to make a donation to the SFTA)
Check ___$100 ___$50 ___$25 $_____ Other (Mail checks to Santa Fe Trail Association, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS
67550)
Name:________________________________________________ Address:_____________________________
City:________________________ State:____ Zip:____________
Email:_____________________ Phone:____________________

The Santa Fe Trail Association is an exempt organization as described in section 501c3 of the Internal Revenue Code.
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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New Mexico Daughters Sent to School in St. Louis
By Doyle Daves
Mary Jean Cook provided a listing in
the November 1995 issue of Wagon
Tracks of boys, with available biographical data, sent from New Mexico
to attend school in St. Louis during
the period of 1832-1880.1 This is an
impressive undertaking, accomplished
primarily by using archives of St.
Louis University and the Christian
Brothers Academy. While Cook stated
that “New Mexico families sent their
children to the United States to attend
school,” in the compilation she provides, only boys are listed. This reflects
the reality that, in the nineteenth
century, most families did not make
education for girls a priority. Because
of this bias, the emphasis on protecting daughters, and the great expense
of sending a child to a boarding school
far away, few girls were sent.
Still, it is important to recognize that
some girls did receive this opportunity.
Indeed, a few wealthy New Mexican
families sent daughters as well as sons
for educational reasons alone. In other
cases, daughters were sent to boarding school because of a loss of adult
female supervision within the home.
The stories of these fortunate girls are
interesting and equally as important as
those of their brothers.
Most of the girls who traveled to
Missouri to attend school went to St.
Louis and enrolled at either of the two
available boarding schools, Visitation
Academy or Sacred Heart Academy (a
few attended both). The goals of their
education were designed “to suit the
age and the class of pupils,” who were
almost exclusively from wealthy, elite
families. The young ladies were “to be
able to converse pleasantly, to write
a good letter, to play an instrument
or sing, and to sew and embroider.”
The teachers inculcated “regularity,
neatness, cheerfulness and decorum
of manners and deportment.” The
curriculum acknowledged that in the
Published
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mid-nineteenth century “women did
not take an active part in public life or
economic or civic activities.” Rather,
“[t]hey generally remained at home.”
Still, the “course of study” seems
daunting; it included “mathematics,
philosophy, chemistry, physics, literature, classical and modern languages,
and vocal and instrumental music.”2
For these girls, most of whom were
Spanish-speaking, the principal advantage of the schooling, undoubtedly,
was the attainment of a command of
English, very important since the U.S.
takeover of New Mexico in 18461848. Usually, the girls attended the
academies for one to three years. There
was no aspiration to achieve a certificate of completion. Indeed, during all
the years that girls traveled the Santa
Fe Trail to St. Louis schools, only a
single New Mexican girl (not named)
graduated from Visitation Academy.3
Adaline Carson (see below), who was
accustomed to dressing as an Indian
maiden, required completely new
clothing upon her arrival in Missouri.
As Susan Shelby Magoffin noted
with some shock upon her arrival in
New Mexico in 1846, New Mexican
women did not dress in the long skirts
U.S. women wore; rather they “were
clad in [short] camisas (chemises) and
petticoats only...[with] their far famed
rebosas [sic] [rebosos, long scarves].”4
Many of the New Mexican girls who
attended school in St. Louis did not
face the challenge of appropriate dress
as “Even before the Mexican War
upper-class Hispanic women began
to adopt European-style gowns in
place of their traditional short skirts
and loose, revealing blouses.” Even the
once ubiquitous rebosos were being
replaced by sunbonnets.5
An interesting side note concerns the
relationship of Visitation Academy to
famed pioneer New Mexican, Lucien
Maxwell.6 Visitation Academy was
located at Kaskaskia, Illinois, before
Wagon Tracks

moving to St. Louis following the
great Mississippi River flood of 1844.
[See following article.] During the
Kaskaskia period, the academy’s principal financial supporter was Pierre
Menard; in fact, until relocating to St.
Louis, it was called Menard Academy.
Lucien Maxwell’s mother, MarieOdile, was Pierre Menard’s oldest
child, who married Irish-born Hugh
Maxwell. Three of Lucien’s sisters,
Adeline, Berenice, and Sophie Maxwell, attended Visitation Academy at
Kaskaskia.
New Mexican Girls Who Traveled
the Santa Fe Trail to School
Marc Simmons quoted an early traveler: “In those [Santa Fe Trail] days
the women dreaded worse than death,
the perils of the Western trails.”7 Undoubtedly, girls who grew up on the
still dangerous New Mexico frontier
were less daunted. The girls listed
have been identified from the archives
of Visitation Academy8 and Sacred
Heart Academy9 and from census records.
Flora Armijo. Daughter of Cristóbal
Armijo and Juana Maria Griego, Flora
was born April 15, 1867, in Albuquerque. Her father, a nephew of Governor
Manuel Armijo,10,11 was a prominent
Albuquerque businessman. The 1870
census for Santa Fe listed Flora as a
student at the “Academy and Convent of Our Lady of Light” (Loretto
Academy, see: Marc Simmons, "Trail
Dust," Santa Fe New Mexican, September 14, 2012). In 1871, she enrolled in Visitation Academy in St.
Louis. In 1889 she married Felipe N.
Baca after her return to New Mexico.
The couple had no children, but census records show that they raised several foster children. Flora died in 1938
and Felipe died in 1940.
Theresa (María Theresa de Jesús),
Dolores (Lola), and Victoriana
Armijo. These sisters were the daughters of Ambrosio Armijo. Theresa’s
15
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mother was Maria Candelaria Otero,
Ambrosio’s first wife; Lola and Victoriana’s mother was Maria Candelaria Griego, Ambrosio’s second wife.
Ambrosio was a nephew of Governor
Manuel Armijo and first cousin of
Cristobal Armijo (see above). He was
a prominent Albuquerque businessman and active public official. He
served as alcalde (mayor) of Albuquerque in 1828, 1831, and 1834. When,
in 1883, Albuquerque became the seat
of Bernalillo County, the county offices were placed in the Armijo home
pending construction of a court house.
Interestingly, this building is still in
use in Old Town Albuquerque as La
Placita Restaurant, today perhaps the
oldest restaurant in New Mexico.12
María Theresa de Jesús was born
November 11, 1850, and attended
Visitation Academy in 1869 when
she was 19. Two years later in 1871,
she married Dr. John D. Symington,
who during the Civil War served as a
private in the 38th Battalion Virginia
Light Infantry. Later, he attended
medical school and became “the leading physician and surgeon in the New
Mexico Territory.”13 Dr. Symington
died in Santa Fe in 1894 at age 47; in
1901, Theresa married Captain John
Pratt who died a year later. Theresa
lived on until 1940 when she died in
Santa Fe and was taken to Baltimore,
Maryland, and buried beside Dr. Symington.
Delores (Margarita de los Dolores
(Lola)) was born October 25, 1866,
and already at age four, she was
enrolled at Loretto Academy in
Santa Fe; she later (1882) attended
Visitation Academy. In 1887, Lola
married New Yorker John Borradaile
in Albuquerque. Borradaile was
chosen as a captain of the New
Mexico Volunteers14 who served
during the Spanish-American War.
He later was involved with the New
Mexico National Guard, retiring
in 1907 with the rank of Brigadier
General (Santa Fe New Mexican, May
31, 1907). Lola and John raised three
daughters who were born in New
Mexico, but who grew to adulthood
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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in California. John died there in 1927;
Lola lived on until 1957.
Victoriana (María Josefa Victoriana)
was born May 19, 1870, in Albuquerque and attended Visitation Academy
in 1882. She later married Wisconsin
native Fred B. Heyn, who came to
New Mexico in 1889 from Texas. He
first was engaged in a furniture business, then he served as an engineer
for an ice company, and later became
Chief Deputy Sheriff for Bernalillo County.15 The couple had a son,
Charles; both Victoriana and Fred
died after 1920.
Victoriana Baca. Daughter of Romualdo Baca and María Teresa de
Jesús Gutiérrez, Victoriana was born
in 1858 in Las Vegas. Victoriana was
enrolled at Visitation Academy in St.
Louis from 1869 to 1873. Shortly after her return to Las Vegas, her father
Romualdo, a Santa Fe Trail freighter
and leading citizen of Las Vegas, completed construction of a three-story
home, “the largest and most costly
residence of all New Mexico” (Las Vegas Gazette, September 5, 1874). She
was married in Las Vegas on March
17, 1879, to Andrés Sena.16 The couple
remained in Las Vegas where they had
a large family. Andrés died in 1925;
Victoriana in the 1930s.
Adaline Carson. Daughter of Christopher (Kit) Carson and Waa-Nibe
(Singing Grass), an Arapaho woman,
Adaline was born probably in 1837,
at Fort Hall, located in what is now
Bannock County in southeastern
Idaho. In April 1842, little Adaline
and her father joined a wagon train of
the Bent-St. Vrain Company enroute
to Missouri. When the wagon train
arrived at Westport, Missouri, Kit
bought Adaline suitable clothing
for living in Missouri. Adaline was
placed with the family of Kit’s cousin,
Elizabeth (Mrs. Leander) Amick, who
lived on a farm between Fayette and
Glasgow in Howard County, Missouri. There Adaline attended school
for some years. When she grew older,
it seems that she was placed at the Sacred Heart Academy in St. Louis.
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In 1851, Kit Carson took Adaline to
Rayado in New Mexico where he was
then living. The next year, Adaline
married Louis (Louy) Simmons a
45-year-old fur trapper and, in 1853,
the newly-married couple accompanied Kit and his partner Lucian Maxwell to California. Adaline and Louy
located near Mono Lake in Tulare
County. The marriage did not last, and
Adaline later married George Stilts.
Adaline died of unknown cause sometime after 1861 and is buried near
Mono Lake.17
Margarita Chávez. Daughter of José
Felipe Chávez and Josefita Chávez,
Margarita was born in May 1858. She
is closely related to the Armijo girls
(see above), as her paternal grandmother was a sister of Ambrosio
Armijo. Her father, a member of a
prominent family of the Belén area,
was active in freighting on the Santa
Fe Trail and maintained business interests from England to major Mexican cities. He was referred to as “El
Millionario,” a reflection of his vast
enterprises and wealth.18
Margarita is listed as a resident of
Belén, New Mexico, in the Visitation
Academy enrollment records for 1870.
In 1875, she married Vicente Baca
(c. de Baca), son of Romualdo Baca
and Maria Teresa de Jesus Gutierrez
and brother of Victoriana Baca (see
above). The couple lived in Las Vegas
initially, but were living in Denver by
1900. They had a large family; Margarita died in 1903, apparently as a
result of the birth of her tenth child.19
Mercedes Chávez. Daughter of
José Chavez y Castillo and Manuela
Armijo. Mercedes was born about
1854. Her parents were among the
most prominent and wealthiest families of New Mexico; her mother was
a niece of Governor Manuel Armijo
and her father himself served as governor briefly in 1845 (Santa Fe New
Mexican, September 3, 1990, page 5).
Mercedes was sent to Washington D.
C. where, in 1869-1870, she attended
the school at Visitation Academy (the
“mother convent school:” from which
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the academies at Kaskaskia and St.
Louis derive).

were parents to three children, Patrick,
Dolan, and Genevieve.

After her return to New Mexico,
she met and married, in 1871 at age
17, Jean Baptiste ( John B.) Lamy,20
nephew and namesake of Archbishop
Lamy. Mercedes brought a great deal
of money to the marriage, which made
possible long European vacations, a
large home near the Santa Fe Plaza,
and elaborate entertainments (Linda
Tigges, Santa Fe New Mexican, September 3, 1990). The marriage was
harmonious for some years. However,
when a young French architect, Francois Mallet, arrived in Santa Fe in
1878 to help build the new cathedral,
Lamy soon became jealous of Mallet’s attention to Mercedes. In 1879,
Lamy shot Mallet in the head in the
doorway of the Exchange Hotel, now
the La Fonda (Santa Fe New Mexican,
September 6, 1879). Lamy was tried
for the murder and found not guilty
by reason of temporary insanity (Marc
Simmons, "Trail Dust," Santa Fe New
Mexican, November 14, 2014). Incongruously, Mercedes and Lamy patched
up their differences and lived together
until their deaths, John in 1928 and
Mercedes in 1931.

Mary J. was born about 1859. She
served as a postmistress at Las Cruces
and never married.

Anna, Mary, and Alice B. Cuniffe.
Daughters of Irishman Henry Joseph
Cuniffe and Francisca Luján, “part
of an upper class in southern New
Mexico.”21 They were students of the
Sacred Heart Academy in St. Louis in
1870.22 Henry Cuniffe became postmaster at Las Cruces soon after the
post was established in 1854, serving
for two years. Then in 1877, daughter
Anna was named postmistress and
served until 1882 when her sister
Mary assumed the post. Mary served
until 1893 and then again from 1897
to 1902.23
Anna, who was born about 1857 at
Las Cruces, served as postmistress
from 1877 until 1882. In 1892, Anna
married Irish immigrant John Riley,24
who was a member of the California
Column during the Civil War and
a participant in the Lincoln County
War in the 1870s. Anna and John
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Alice B. was born about 1862 at Las
Cruces. She married Oscar Henry
Lohman about 1889. The Lohmans
had six children. Oscar died in 1923;
Alice died in Los Angeles at age 66 in
February 1931 (Estrella [Las Cruces],
February 7, 1931).25
Emelia Vigil (Emma) Desmarais.
Daughter of French Canadian furtrapper, businessman, Michel (Miguel)
Des Marais and Maria Deluvina
Montes Vigil, Emma was born in
Las Vegas on January 5, 1865, and
attended Sacred Heart Academy in
1879-1880. Upon her return to Las
Vegas, she married French Canadian
Antoine Avila Senecal.26 Emma gave
birth to three sons before dying in
1899 at age 34; her husband died soon
after in 1900.
Juanita Dold. Daughter of Johann
( John) Dold and Guadalupe Trujillo,
Juanita was born February 5, 1856,
in San Miguel County and is listed,
age 15, among the students at Sacred
Heart Academy in St. Louis in 1870.
Juanita’s father John emigrated from
Germany with his brother Andres.
Together they established a mercantile store on the Las Vegas Plaza and
actively freighted on the Santa Fe
Trail.27 In 1871 in Las Vegas, Juanita
married William F. Ellsworth, born
in Kentucky but a Civil War soldier
(Lieutenant) in Company K, California First Infantry Regiment, who
served in New Mexico. Juanita and
William lived and raised six children
in Las Vegas before moving to Los
Angeles by 1920. William died there
in 1926 and Juanita lived on until
1950 when she died at age 96.28
Jesusita ( Jessie) Geck. Daughter of
Louis William Geck and Margarita
Severiana de Jesus Barrio, was born
July 12, 1853, in Dona Ana County
and attended Sacred Heart Academy
Wagon Tracks

in 1863. Her father was born in Poland and came to America as a young
man; he was in New Mexico by 1851
when, at Mesilla, he married Margarita who died giving birth to Jesusita.
Jessie married Simeon Sam Harrison Newman in 1882 in Las Cruces.
Simeon was born in Kentucky but was
living in St. Louis while Jesse was at
Sacred Heart Academy. The couple
had three children. Jessie died in 1911
and Simeon died in 1915.29
Frances (Fanny) Kroenig. Daughter
of Franz Wilhelm Ludwig (William)
Kroenig30 and Rafaela Kincaid, Fanny
was born in December 1856 at Barclay’s Fort along the Mora River not
far from Fort Union. Her Germanborn father was a pioneer of the
Rocky Mountain West who settled
in the Mora Valley shortly before
Fanny was born. Her mother, Rafaela
Kincaid, was the daughter of famed
mountain man Matthew Kincaid31 and
Teresita Sandoval Suazo. Rafaela married at 15 and died at 17, leaving her
husband William with infant Fanny
to raise. Fanny was taken across the
Santa Fe Trail to St. Louis; we find
her at the Sacred Heart Academy in
the 1870 census. In 1879 at Watrous,
she married Frank Meredith Jones,
an engineer who came to the area as
a surveyor of the right-of-way for the
Santa Fe Railroad.32 The Joneses raised
a large family in Las Vegas; Frank and
Fanny are listed in the 1920 U.S. census: no later records have been found.
Louisa Leitensdorfer. Born in New
Mexico about 1863, Louisa was the
daughter of Dr. Eugene Leitensdorfer,
businessman and Santa Fe Trail trader
who was appointed by General Stephen W. Kearny in 1846 to be Auditor
General of New Mexico Territory.33
Louisa’s mother is not known; she
seems not to be the daughter of any of
Leitensdorfer’s three wives. Louisa is
listed in the 1870 census record for St.
Louis where she was at Sacred Heart
Academy. In the 1880 census she was
still in St. Louis but apparently no
longer in school as she was living with
her family. No additional records for
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her have been found.
Maria Francisca López. Francisca,34
born October 21, 1841, was the
daughter of Spaniard Damaso López
and Maria del Carmen Severina Ruiz
de Esparza. Her father Damaso, who
emigrated from the Basque region
of northern Spain about 1817, was
a wealthy businessman.35 Francisca’s
mother’s parents, Teodoro Ruiz de
Esparza and Josefa Angulo, also were
of Basque heritage and were wellto-do immigrants to New Mexico
from central Mexico. Through her
grandfather, Teodoro Ruiz de Esparza, Francisca almost certainly
descended from Moctezuma II, the
last Aztec king.36 About 1848, when
Francisca was a little girl, her mother
died in Santa Fe, leaving her father
a widower with four small children,
Trinidad,37 age 12, Melquíades, age
10, Francisca, age 6, and Francisco,
age 4. Damaso decided that he could
not properly care for the children in
New Mexico, so he took them across
the Santa Fe Trail to Missouri where
he placed them in boarding schools.
Francisca was enrolled in Visitation
Academy where she quickly became
“Fanny” and thoroughly “Americanized.” At Visitation Academy, she
grew up associating with daughters
of the elite families of St. Louis
and soon was immersed in society.
In 1860, Francisca married Benjamin Kimball, son of a prominent
St. Louis banker and a successful
businessman. The Kimballs had a
large family who also were successful. One of their grandsons served as
a Missouri Supreme Court justice.
Francisca died unexpectedly in 1907
from blood poisoning resulting from
the removal of a painful corn from
her toe. Benjamin lived on five more
years, spending time in the homes of
his children.
Manuela and Adela Montoya. The
Montoya sisters were daughters of
Juan Toribio Montoya and Maria
Petra Perea,38 who were both raised
among the elite families around
Bernalillo. In the early 1850s, the
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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family moved down the Rio Grande
to Lemitar in Socorro County, where
Juan Toribio was a successful farmer
and merchant. Maria Petra died apparently in childbirth in 1865, leaving Juan Toribio with a large family
to raise.
Manuela was born in 1854 and attended Sacred Heart Academy in
1872. No additional records for her
have been found.
Adela was born in 1857 and, like her
sister Manuela, was at Sacred Heart
Academy in 1872. No later records
for her have been found. It is noteworthy that Maria Rosalia, a younger
sister of Manuela and Adela, became
a nun and served until her death in
1938 at the Loretto Mother House
in Loretto, Kentucky.
Margarita Otero. Daughter of Mariano Sabino Otero and Philomena
Perea. Mariano Otero had attended
St. Louis University and served as
New Mexico Territory’s Delegate to
Congress, 1879-1881.39 Philomena
was the daughter of José Leandro
Perea and Maria Dolores Chavez
(see below). Margarita was born in
June 1868 at Bernalillo and attended
Visitation Academy in St. Louis
1877-1879. In 1889, she married
Dr. George William Harrison.40 Dr.
Harrison had earlier married Viviana
Guadalupe Perea, who was Margarita’s aunt. Margarita’s marriage to Dr.
Harrison occurred within a year of
Viviana’s death. The couple had five
children while Dr. Harrison practiced
medicine in Albuquerque. By 1910,
they had moved to Englewood, Colorado, and by 1920, they were living
in Los Angeles. Dr. Harrison died
there in 1927; Margarita died a few
month later, in early 1928.
(Maria) Beatriz, (Maria) Cesaria,
and (Maria) Bárbara Perea (Asención). Daughters of José Leandro
Perea41 and María Dolores Durán y
Chávez, the sisters were born at Bernalillo, Beatriz on May 4, 1856, Cesaria in February 1865, and Bárbara
on May 7, 1866. Their father José
Wagon Tracks

Leandro Perea has been described
as the “sheep king of New Mexico,”
with great flocks grazing New Mexico’s open prairies. He was also an active trader on the Santa Fe Trail and
prominent in territorial politics. The
Perea sisters enrolled at Visitation
Academy in 1877 but were listed at
Sacred Heart Academy in the 1880
census.
María Beatriz. After returning to
New Mexico, she married Justo R.
Armijo, of a prominent Bernalillo
family, in 1877. Justo had attended
the Christian Brothers Academy in
St. Louis.42 Beatriz and Justo became
involved in extensive litigation in the
1890s as Beatriz sought to claim title
to Spanish land grants made to ancestors.43 The couple had a very large
family; Justo died in 1936; Beatriz’
death date has not been found.
María Cesaria. After returning to
New Mexico, in 1885 she married
Sidney A. Hubbell, Jr.,44 who was a
member of the renowned Hubbell
family of Indian traders.45 Sidney later served as a New Mexico District
Judge. The couple had a daughter
and son before divorcing about 1890.
Shortly after 1910, Cesaria moved to
California where she died after 1920.
María Bárbara Asención. Upon
returning to New Mexico from St.
Louis, in 1886 she married Jacobo
Yrisarri. Jacobo, of a prominent
Albuquerque family attended the
Christian Brothers School in Santa
Fe and afterward, went to Villanova
University in Pennsylvania. In business, Jacobo was active both in insurance and real estate.46 In his spare
time, Jacobo searched for buried treasure, most notably at the abandoned
Mission of Gran Quivira.47 Barbara
and Jacobo raised a large family; Jacobo died in 1937 and Barbara died
in 1951.
Lucía Perea. Daughter of Jesús Maria Perea and Manuela Baca, was
born in Albuquerque on December
19, 1868. Her father was the brother
of Beatriz, Cesaria, and Barbara
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Perea (see above). An impressive fact
is that four of Lucía’s uncles served
as New Mexico Territorial Delegates
to the United States Congress (Albuquerque Morning Journal, January
7, 1919). Lucia attended Visitation
Academy in 1879. In 1893, she married Edwin W. Sours. Mr. Sours had
a distinguished business career representing an American company, first
in Mexico and later for all of Latin
America. As a result, the family lived
for many years in Mexico City (Albuquerque Evening Citizen, June 6,
1906). One of their sons, Laurence
Sours, was appointed Vice Consul
General of Mexico in 1920 (Albuquerque Evening Citizen, February 18,
1920). Lucía died in 1937 and Edwin
died in 1944, both in Mexico City.48
María Donaciana Waldo. What
little is known about Donaciana is
owed to her friendship with Francisca López, who wrote about her. In
1853, Francisca wrote to her guardian, Manuel Alvarez (her father had
died in 1852), noting that Donaciana
Waldo “treats me very kindly [and]
makes all my dresses.”49 She is listed
among the girls attending Visitation
Academy in the 1850 census for St.
Louis as “M. Doll Baldo,” age 14,
born in “Mexico” but more likely in
“New Mexico.” No evidence has been
found that she is a daughter of any
of several Waldo brothers who were
in New Mexico at that time. It seems
probable that she is Donaciana Howland who was a ward of Dr. David
Waldo.50 Further searches for later
records for her have been unsuccessful.
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St. Louis, the Santa Fe Trade,
and the Great Flood of 1844
By Christopher Alan Gordon
On the steps leading up from the St.
Louis riverfront to the base of the
Gateway Arch, a small plaque is affixed
to one of the steps. The plaque denotes
where the Mississippi River crested in
St. Louis during the Flood of 1993.
At 49.58 feet, it is thought to be the
highest level of water ever attained on
the Mississippi at St. Louis. The flood
forced thousands of Missouri and Illinois residents to evacuate entire towns
inundated by the swift brown waters
of the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
The Flood of 1993 reminded many
that Mother Nature still has a great
deal of control over this portion of the
world.
But while the flood may have caused
billions of dollars in damage, it is not
considered the greatest flood in the
region’s history. In 1844, the Mighty
Mississippi and the Muddy Missouri,
along with all their major tributaries,
burst their banks and spread far and
wide from the plains of Nebraska and
Kansas to the swamplands of the Missouri Bootheel and the valleys of the
Ozarks. So great a volume of water had
never been seen before in the region. It
became one of those natural disasters
often recalled in the memoirs of the
people who lived and worked in the
West during the early 19th century.
In 1844, the Santa Fe merchants and
traders attempting to carry out their
commercial ventures were greatly affected by the flooding during that hot
and soggy summer. Delayed by swollen
streams and rivers, bogged down by
muddy, rutted roadways, and soaked by
torrential rains, the travelers suffered
hardship on the trail. Traders and merchants were already facing difficulties
as newly imposed trade restrictions
enacted by Mexican authorities threatened to cut profits. Now the spring
floods were another unwelcome complication.
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In St. Louis, the warehouses of the
levee were packed with locally produced goods, exported merchandise,
and crated goods from eastern and
southern cities. These items became the
cargo loaded on the steamboats headed
up the Missouri River which, in turn,
stocked the freight wagons bound for
Santa Fe. Each step of the process
greatly depended on the cooperation of
the weather and waterways. A certain
equilibrium was needed to make it all
happen. A deviation in one direction or
another in the amount of snow or rainfall could significantly affect the navigability of the rivers or roads, which
spelled the difference between a good
trade year or a bad one.
Long-time St. Louisans understood
the balance of nature and the rivers. It
had determined the fate of the city for
many generations. Indeed, the city’s
very existence was rooted in trade
and its location on the Mississippi. In
1764, Pierre Laclede, the city’s French
colonial founder, purposely selected
the site situated near the confluence
of the Mississippi and Missouri, because it was a natural mid-continental
jumping-off-point for trade with the
American Indians who lived up and
down the western rivers.
However, Laclede’s choice of locations
was hardly a novel idea. A thousand
years earlier, American Indians established Cahokia, a maize-culture capital
near the same site on the east side of
the Mississippi. Cahokia flourished
because of the trade advantages the location afforded with peoples across all
points on the continent.
Recent evidence suggests that Cahokia’s existence also greatly depended
on cycles of the river and weather, particularly its vulnerability to flooding.
In the early centuries of Cahokia’s ascent, the weather was milder and drier.
Crops planted in the rich soils of the
river bottoms flourished and received
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moderate amounts of rain. Flooding was not a problem. Populations
in the region increased dramatically
over time until Cahokia’s population
exceeded that of Medieval London
around 1200 AD. Then a global shift
in the weather changed the rhythms
of the river’s flood cycles. Soil surveys
conducted in recent years demonstrate
a probable increase in annual rain levels which resulted in massive flooding
on the Mississippi. Food shortages,
famines, and ultimately political strife,
resulted from the floods that washed
away crops and perpetuated disease.
As these floods became larger and
more frequent, Cahokia collapsed as a
civilization and its people scattered.1
When Laclede selected the site for
the trading post that would become
St. Louis, he chose the west side of
the river. The village was laid out atop
a sloping limestone bluff that was less
inclined to suffer from rising flood
waters. But only 21 years after the first
inhabitants settled along river, they
experienced L’année des grandes eaux,
as 1785 came to be known in local
memory. A massive flood unnerved
the village’s colonial inhabitants as it
lapped at the doors of their wooden
abodes and submerged the wetlands of
the American Bottoms across the river. Because no recorded data exist for
the depth of the floodwaters, experts
can only estimate at what level the
Mississippi crested, and some suggest
it could have been as high as 42 feet.2
In the decades immediately following
the Louisiana Purchase, a tide of new
settlers poured into the regions along
the Mississippi and Missouri rivers.
Pioneers not familiar with the climate
and topography of the West did not
always make the best choices for establishing farms and town sites. Rich
river bottom land along those rivers
made for attractive farm land, but
constructing homes on the low ground
was a gamble.
One of the first major settlements
along the Missouri in the west-central
portion of the state was Franklin. It
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During the Great Flood of 1844, steamboats rescued many residents of the American Bottoms, the vast floodplain directly across the Mississippi River from St. Louis. Courtesy of the
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis

was from this small town that William Becknell would launch his first
exploratory trade mission to Santa Fe
in 1821. Perched at a very precarious
point on the river, it became clear in
the early years of its existence that
Franklin was probably not destined to
remain long. When explorer Stephen
Long passed through the town a year
before Becknell’s departure, he noted
that Franklin was established “on a
low and recent alluvial plain.” He surmised that “It is even doubtful whether the present site of Franklin, will
not, at some future day, be occupied
by the river.” It took only five years
for Long’s prediction to come true.
Franklin’s residents soon learned that
the Missouri’s flood cycles often had
less to do with the local weather than
winter conditions in the Rockies and
upper plains. In 1826, heavy snowfall
hundreds of miles away in the mountains spelled doom for downriver
residents. When the spring temperatures rose, the snow pack melted into
a massive torrent of water that flowed
downriver. The Flood of 1826 washed
away a good portion of Franklin and
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with it its hope for a prosperous future
as a sustainable port for the Santa Fe
trade.3
Three decades after William Becknell’s
wagons left Missouri, the merchants
and suppliers of St. Louis were still
prospering from the Santa Fe trade.
Men like Robert McKnight, Robert
Campbell, Norris Colburn, and William Bent created a direct supply pipeline between the bustling streets of St.
Louis and the dusty plaza in Santa Fe.
This relationship was a much-needed
boost to the St. Louis economy, which
had suffered severely during the years
following the national economic crisis of 1819. Mexican gold and silver
brought hard currency to the city’s
private banking houses, which fueled
investment and improvements. All
manner of businessmen came to rely
on the hundreds of thousands of dollars funneling in from the southwest
each year. When things were going
well on the Santa Fe Trail, things were
going well in St. Louis, but it was a
precarious relationship.
In 1843, two very different sets of
21
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challenges emerged to test the resolve
of all those involved in the trade.
First, in the spring of 1843, high
waters brought on by the snow melt
from a heavy winter in the West submerged towns and farm fields in the
Missouri valley. “In the Rockies the
snow is said to have lain twenty-four
feet deep,” wrote German immigrant
Emil Mallinckrodt of St. Louis to his
brother in Germany.“Almost all the
lowlands of the west were under water
for two months.”4
One of those directly affected by the
spring floods of 1843 was John C.
McCoy, a supplier to Santa Fe traders
and a founder of Westport, now Kansas City, Missouri. Good sense and
experience had not been lost on McCoy as he selected, like Laclede in St.
Louis, a high limestone point above
the river to build his stores and outbuildings. However, he was not without some losses. “The rise of the water
in 1843 was high enough to wash
away some heavy new one-story log
houses standing near the river bank
which I had put up at the beginning
of winter.” When one day he decided
to go down to the levee to check on
the homes, he “witnessed their departure with a sudden lurch and a graceful sweep.” Then the homes, “mingled
and melted” into the boiling brown
waters of the river.5
When the waters finally subsided later
that spring, other problems arose. As
was often the case following floods in
the 19th century, water-borne illnesses
added to the misery. Sickness in the
form of malaria, dysentery, and other
illness brought on by contaminated
water was prevalent. Mallinckrodt
lamented to his brother that in St.
Louis “We passed through a summer which I had feared, owing to the
floods…Fever laid low half the population, although it was greatest among
the children.” 6
The trade caravans too were suffering
from the lingering diseases. In January 1844, Norris Colburn returned to
St. Louis from Santa Fe and relayed
all the important news of the previhttps://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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ous year. He explained that the trading caravans that had left Missouri in
July 1843 suffered a long and trying
journey to Santa Fe. The good news
was that “Nearly all of the companies
of traders from Missouri had reached
Santa Fe.” However, the trip had
taken a heavy toll on both the men
and animals. All together the caravans
consisted of 152 wagons filled with St.
Louis merchandise, but by the time
the wagons reached their destinations
“Thirteen Spaniards died on the way
– twelve of them by fever and ague,”
and the oxen and pack mules were
“very much exhausted” by the arduous
106-day journey. Colburn reported
that portions of the caravans were still
lagging, as “some of the sick were still
on the road.”7
The second set of challenges in 1843
was purely political. In August,
Mexican President Antonio Lopez de
Santa Ana closed the trading ports of
Taos and Paso del Norte amid growing tensions between Washington and
Mexico City over the Texas annexation question. This certainly threatened the healthy flow of Mexican gold
and silver that the merchants of St.
Louis depended on. Just as threatened
were the inhabitants of New Mexico,
who depended heavily on the goods
they received from their U.S. trading partners. Some traders voiced the
opinion that the anger felt by the locals might translate to open rebellion
against Mexico. These circumstances
generated unease in Santa Fe, St.
Louis, and all communities invested in
the trade.8
Though tensions remained high on
the political front, the weather in the
first months of 1844 seemed to be
cooperating. McCoy, Colburn, and
the others might have thought that
the worst was behind them, given
that the winter months of 1843-44
had been mild across the plains and
mountains. In all regions of the West
it had remained fairly warm, even in
places that normally suffered deep
freezes and blizzards at the height
of winter. “We have had a very mild
winter and so little snow,” wrote AnWagon Tracks

drew Sublette from his winter camp
at Ft. William on the Arkansas River
to his brother William back in St.
Louis. Andrew feared that the lack
of snow would cause western rivers
to drop so low that boats would not
be able to transport back to St. Louis
the buffalo robes and other goods they
had acquired over the winter months.
Little did he know that a lack of water
wasn’t going to be the problem.
In St. Louis and the lower Missouri
valley, a pleasantly warm January
and February kept the rivers free of
ice, and frequent storms across the
region supplied a healthy amount of
precipitation to keep the waterways
navigable. An editor of the St. Louis
Republican worried that if the Mississippi didn’t freeze over soon, local
merchants would be forced to procure
packing ice from Upper Mississippi
River vendors.9
By the first of February, it finally
seemed as though winter had arrived.
Temperatures plummeted and so did
the river levels at St. Louis. Ice in
the upper regions of the river locked
up the current, and the river fell 23
inches. There was “scant six feet in
the channel to the mouth,” reported
the Republican. The flooding of the
previous year was a distant memory.
The good news was “All apprehension
of a failure of the ice crop has disappeared.”10
The cold snap, however, did not last
and the rivers once again ran free of
ice. The warmer, drier weather was
lulling many eager western-bound
travelers into a false sense of security.
Usually it was best to wait until at
least April to begin the preparations
for an overland trip, but reports in
early March noted that large numbers
of Oregon-bound emigrants were
already concentrating into groups in
Independence. They were itching to
get underway and it was easy to understand why. Settlers’s diaries from
the time recorded that “spring opened
very early” on the Kansas prairies and
described a “delightful” transition into
the season. The pleasant weather and
May 2019
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ice-free rivers allowed the local river
trade in St. Louis to flourish, which
took some of the edge off the bad
news from Santa Fe.

through the mire. He lamented that
“In many places, the mud is so deep
that an empty dray is as much as a
horse can drag.”12

Many believed that the good weather
had all the makings of an uneventful year. There were others who were
not so sure. In his reminiscences of
the 1844 flood, long-time St. Louis
resident I.M. Veitch remembered
that American Indians, hunters, and
mountain men who knew the patterns
of nature saw ominous signs in the behavior of animals during the previous
winter. “The Indians and hunters who
still haunted the levee had during the
winter, occasioned considerable alarm
by their forebodings,” Veitch recalled,
“these prophecies, being based on the
fact that the bears and other animals
made holes several feet higher in the
river bank than usual.” This type of
behavior, believed the old timers, was a
sign that flooding along the big rivers
was ahead but, said Veitch, “everyone
had begun to laugh at the seers who
predicted an overflow.”11

In the west country, Solomon Sublette, who had joined his brother Andrew at Fort William, saw the weather
take a drastic turn as April provided
more snow “than we had all winter.”
This snowfall would later become
the anticipated “June rise”, an annual
expected rise in the Missouri River
occasioned by the spring snow melt in
the mountains. It was all part of the
normal cycle of the river, but it was
not typically accompanied by endless
torrents of rain. The showers that had
been occurring several times a week all
across the mid-section of the country
now became a daily event which lasted
for six to eight weeks in many areas.
As one observer noted, “the rains
commenced falling in such torrents as
to remind us of Noah’s day.”13

The bears would have the last laugh.
In March and April, the precipitation that had held off all winter and
through early spring suddenly appeared across the western half of the
country. Late snow began to blanket
the Rockies and rain began to fall
with more frequency across the lower
Missouri valley.
The soaking rains were already beginning to cause problems for some. In
St. Louis, the levee was the heart of
city commerce, but it was still a very
primitive place in 1844. Improvements
to the landing were yet to become a
reality, and it was primarily a dirt embankment. A plan by the city to pave
the landing with cobblestones was an
unmet goal. Therefore, the constant
wagon and foot traffic coupled with
soaking rains translated into sticky,
muddy conditions for dock workers,
porters, passengers, and all manner of
levee goers. Horses, as one newspaper
editor pointed out, were the “greatest
sufferers” in these conditions as they
had to pull the heavily loaded wagons
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A band of precipitation wrapped
across the plains and into the upper
Midwest from April through June.
Unrelenting rains fell across the thenIowa Territory and upper parts of Illinois, swelling the creeks and streams
that fed the Mississippi River and its
tributaries. The bursting Illinois and
Des Moines rivers poured untold gallons of water into Mississippi each
hour. In western Missouri, the Mis-

In June 1844, Solomon Sublette and his
companions forded swollen creeks as they
crossed the Kansas prairie. Courtesy of the
Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis
Wagon Tracks

souri River and its tributaries were
rising at a rate of 12 to 18 inches a
day through May. By June 5, the main
channels in places like Westport overflowed the banks, and the water began to spread across the flood plains.
Residents of these areas who had not
taken precautions to leave their homes
were now faced with a massive unbridled current of water, mud, and debris.
“The channel was full of driftwood,”
recalled an eyewitness to the destruction, “occasionally a log house floated
down, with chickens and turkeys on
the roof ” and chillingly, sometimes
“men, women, and children were seen
on the tops of houses floating hither
and thither, and turned and twisted by
heavy logs and jams.”14
Back in Santa Fe, mild conditions
prevailed into March. A number of
traders took advantage of the good
spring weather and began the overland journey to Independence. On
April 5, one of the first caravans of
the year departed from Santa Fe. Yet
the good weather that they had anticipated did not hold out, and soon they
found themselves struggling through
“two and a half feet” of snow in the
mountains. They lost a week of travel
time as they stopped to wait out the
weather.
Others prepared to leave when more
favorable trade conditions resulted
from some of the pressures placed on
Santa Ana by the U.S. and his own
subjects in New Mexico. On March
11, a measure was approved by Mexican authorities to allow limited trade,
including a provision to resume the
removal of bullion, gold, or silver
coinage from the region. However,
this was only allowed after paying the
Mexican government “six per cent on
the amount brought away.” This was a
provision that, in the eyes of St. Louis
businessmen, was worse than the trade
ports being closed. But many were just
encouraged by what they presumed
would be the eventual resumption of
normal trade.15
The Missourians who had spent the
last year in Santa Fe began to head
23
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home. Among the travelers were seasoned traders Robert McKnight and
Samuel Magoffin, as well as a newcomer to the trade, German immigrant Albert Speyer. Each trader was
hauling his own share of the important gold and silver specie that he had
managed to acquire despite the trade
barriers. These amounts were still substantial (McKnight, Magoffin, and six
other traders later arrived in St. Louis
with $100,000) yet it was only half the
haul that they had brought home in
the previous years. Nevertheless, the
merchants and bankers of St Louis
were happy to see the arrival of any
hard currency. They would be happier
still when the remainder of the goods
reached the city, but they would have
to wait. The wagons stocked with furs,
buffalo hides, and other exchanged
goods that would round out the profits
for the year still faced many obstacles
before reaching the river ports.16
Before the caravans reached the larger
tributaries of the Missouri in eastern
Kansas Territory, they had to ford a
multitude of creeks along the way.
These shallow streams usually offered
little resistance when the wagons
passed through, but now they were
fast-moving currents. Teams were
facing weeks of travel which typically
took only days. While stranded at one
river crossing about 300 miles from
Independence, Albert Speyer and
several companions apparently became impatient and decided to leave
the caravan behind and make the rest
of the trip on their own. Taking one
wagon loaded with furs and what gold
dust and specie they had managed
to retain, the men managed to make
it to the Wayne City Landing near
Independence. Here they boarded
the steamboat Admiral bound for St.
Louis and thus became some of the
first traders of the season to trickle
into the city.17
Soon following Speyer into St. Louis
were Edward J. Glasgow and William
Bent. They had left the Bent, St. Vrain
& Company train in order to hasten
their way to the city. Charles Bent
later deserted the caravan as well and
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
24

made it to St. Louis. Another trader
by the name of Pomeroy who was attached to the same team reached St.
Louis on June 12 and reported that
when he departed the stalled train, it
consisted of 60 wagons all stopped by
high water on the Kansas prairie at
Pawnee Fork. Some had been waiting
there since April 23. Among those
left behind were Ceran St. Vrain, a
cadre of Mexican traders who had
their wives and children along, and a
contingent of American Indians including the Cheyenne chief Slim Face
who was headed east on a mission for
his people. Eventually, it was learned
that the caravan had finally managed
to move on by means of constructing a
makeshift bridge. It was only by utilizing these enterprising means that the
caravans were able to move ahead.18
All along the upper stretches of the
Missouri, the river burst its banks
and covered the land. At present-day
Kansas City, the river was three miles
wide. All through the central portions
of Missouri the lowlands were covered
with several feet of water. Tributaries
such as the Osage were as dangerous
as the main channel of the Missouri
due to the tremendous volumes of
water rushing through them. The

Missouri spread out in some places
as wide as six miles. Towns along the
river began to disappear as the current
swept them away. At Old Franklin,
the few remaining structures that had
survived the flood of 1826 were now
lost as eight feet of water submerged
the town. Directly downstream
from Old Franklin was the town of
Nashville in Boone County, Missouri. It too was swept away and the
inhabitants understandably chose not
to return to rebuild. At Rocheport,
stores and warehouses near the river
were badly damaged by the water, but
adding to the destruction was an unprecedented accident. The pilot of the
steamboat Wapello attempted to dock
at the city’s market-house, a building
usually far from the water, but now
surrounded by the river. In doing so,
the steamboat’s pilot apparently had a
major lapse in judgement. With force
he collided with the building, demolishing it in the process. 19
Closer to St. Louis, at his home in
St. Charles, George Sibley, who had
served as one of the lead commissioners first charged with surveying
the Santa Fe Trail in 1825, carefully
recorded the developing circumstances
of the flood in his commonplace book.

Old Franklin, the original western port for the Santa Fe Trail, was washed away by the
Great Floods of 1826 and 1844. It sat directly across the Missouri River from Boonville,
Missouri, seen here in the 1904 flood. Courtesy of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis
Wagon Tracks

May 2019

24

: Wagon Tracks Volume 33, Issue 3 (May 2019)

“Awful accounts are reaching us from
all directions, of the increasing floods
of the great western waters – property and human lives are destroyed”,
he wrote. According to Sibley, the
rains in St. Charles continued well
into June, further adding to the rising
waters. These showers came in the
form of thunderstorms which produced, “very heavy rain…with wind,
thunder, and lightening.” By the 19th
of June, the bottomlands opposite
St. Charles were “so spread over the
whole bottom…as to prevent all
passing.” Consistent with the reports
from other towns upriver, he noted
that the depth of the water across the
bottoms was about eight feet.20
Meanwhile in St. Louis, all through
May the unpredictable Mississippi
kept city residents guessing as to
how serious the situation might become. They nervously observed as
the river rose over several days, then
fell, only to rebound again. News of
the bad conditions upriver added to
the fear. “The whole country,” noted
one observer, “is gloomy and terror
stricken.” Finally, in the first week
of June the full brunt of the June
Rise and the spring rains reached St.
Louis. Now they would see just how

bad things could get.
The first victims were those who
lived in the American Bottoms, the
vast floodplain that spreads east from
the Illinois side of the Mississippi
and today includes East St. Louis.
Just as in the western portions of
the state, the great flood waters took
by surprise those who were not prepared. Many of the residents who
lived a distance from the river did
not believe, based on previous floods,
that the river would reach their
homes, but they soon discovered that
this wasn’t a typical spring flood.
Farms and towns inland from the
river found themselves surrounded
by the swirling waters. Many would
have perished if it had not been for
the quick response of the people of
St. Louis. Mayor Bernard Pratte implored the steamboat captains on the
levee to come to the rescue. They responded in full and launched recovery missions to farms that were closer
to the distant bluffs than to the main
channel of the Mississippi. So deep
was the water across the American
Bottoms that steamboats were traveling “inland miles over farms where
the grain only a week before had
been ripened for harvest.” 21

For the residents of the city, the flood
was both terrifying and mesmerizing.
Crowds gathered near the waterfront,
walking across plank bridges and
assembling on the top levels of buildings whose lower levels were now
below the water line. “For the greater
part of the day,” on June 18, “crowds
stood in the upper stories of the
houses on Front Street, watching the
destructive flood sweeping by, carrying, in its restless course, the carcasses of animals, ruins of buildings,
and whole trees of mammoth proportions.” wrote Edward Edwards in
his book, The Great West. They could
only stand by and watch as the river
continued to rise at astonishing rates.
On June 21 and 23, the river rose 15
and 14.5 inches respectively, leaving
the water 34 feet and 9 inches above
the low water mark. It appeared as
though the city was becoming an
island, as the river in both directions
was as much as nine to ten miles
wide. At last, on June 27 the Mississippi finally crested at St. Louis.
It remained at 38 feet above the low
water mark until about 7 o’clock in
the evening, then it very slowly began
to recede. It would take nearly two
months for the water to reach normal
stages. 22
For many, the flood spelled a turning point in their lives. Some were
forced to pack up and move on. Others rebuilt and continued to live near
the river. The destruction was not
limited to damaged or lost buildings.
In many areas, farm fields were covered by layers of sand as much as five
feet deep. On the Missouri River, the
force of the water moved the main
channel, which forced some towns
to relocate. And, as always, serious
bouts of disease descended on the
areas where standing water lingered
for long periods. It marked, according to one account, the first recorded
outbreak of spinal meningitis in Missouri. 23

On the St. Louis levee during excessively high water, steamboats docked directly with the
warehouses on the wharf as seen in this image from 1887. Courtesy of the Missouri Historical Society, St. Louis
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In the end, the Santa Fe traders and
merchants had to contend with a loss
for the year. In both St. Louis and
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Independence the losses amounted
to between $200,000 and $400,000
from previous years of trading. But
like the intrepid pioneers who picked
up their lives in the wake of the
floods, the Santa Fe traders continued on with their business. Optimism
prevailed, a feeling best illustrated by
the words of then Missouri Governor
Meredith Miles Marmaduke, himself
a mover in the Santa Fe trade, in
his address to the Missouri General
Assembly in November 1844. “The
loss sustained in consequence of the
excessive rains during the past spring,
by the people of the state, …has been
seriously felt…Yet it is consoling to
know that these things have passed
away, and that favorable seasons and
good health have again returned to
us.”24
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Coast-to-Coast Empire:
Manifest Destiny and the
New Mexico Borderlands
William S. Kiser, Coast-to-Coast Empire; Manifest Destiny and the New
Mexico Borderlands. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, c2018. xi+273
pp. Maps, illustrations, notes, bibliography and index. $32.95, cloth.

Reviewed by John Porter Bloom
Santa Fe Trail literature generally
focuses on the Trail travel experience,
both personal and commercial, and
the development resulting in New
Mexico as part of the United States.
Taking a much broader view, William Kiser in Coast-to-Coast views the
role of New Mexico in the expansion
(Manifest Destiny) of the United
States, not just from the opening
of the Trail but through the end of
the Civil War. It is an important
addition to historical understanding of
America’s past.
Following an Introduction which
might have been edited a bit, one finds

six chapters and a very brief “Conclusion.” In the first chapter, “Merchant
Capitalism and the Santa Fe Trade,”
one moves from the earliest American
interest in New Mexico, in 1810, to
the flowering of Manifest Destiny
after the opening of the Santa Fe Trail
to Americans, and on to the crucial
summer of 1846, American annexation of New Mexico. Readers will gain
at least two impressions which will
hold for the remainder of the book:
Professor Kiser writes very well, and
annotates profusely (117 endnotes
in this chapter, 55 pages total of the
book).
Moving on to “The Occupation and
Conquest of New Mexico,” Chapter 2,
the narrative moves concisely but still
includes enriching anecdotal material.
Kiser is a bit hard on General Stephen
W. Kearny, perhaps, and surely easier
on General Sterling Price than he
deserves. Annotation here is notable
for use of archived correspondence.
Fully entering the overarching theme
of the book, Chapter 3 is entitled
“Indian Wars and the Contest for the
Southwestern Frontier,” reviewing
the dismally mishandled US Government approach to dealing with Native Americans in New Mexico and
elsewhere in the West. This reviewer
found a hint of historical “presentism”
in a passage on page 95, “Although
thousands of Hispanics and Indians
lived in a state of captive slavery [in
1846] ….” Fine aspects in the system
of Hispanic peonage and treatment of
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Indian captives are summarily treated
here, but see pp. 109ff.
In Chapter 4, “Popular Sovereignty
and Peculiar Institutions,” taking up
with the Missouri Compromise of
1850, the author dwells on complications in New Mexican politics in
conflict with Congressional, especially
Southern, politics. His discussion of
the background for and implications
of the oft-neglected Master-Servant
Act of 1851 by the Territorial Assembly is detailed and authentic. “New
Mexico represented the final bastion
of legalized slavery” in the United
States in 1867. (p. 123)
Chapters 5 and 6 take one back and
forward, and introduce a “unique
Southern brand of Manifest Destiny”
(p. 145) in connection with the complicated background of transcontinental railroad planning. Thus there
were ambitious Southern plots for
expansion to and through New Mexico before and during the Civil War.
This conflict provides the setting for
the last chapter: “The Civil War and
the Final Contest for New Mexico.”
Reviewing military actions and other
issues in New Mexico briefly, Kiser
concludes, “[General Henry H.] Sibley’s failed expedition … reaffirmed
the region’s significance to the idea of
a transcontinental empire.” (p. 181)
Further, “[General James H.] Carleton
accomplished more than any other
official in the effort to secure New
Mexico for American expansion.” (p.
180)
Coast-to-Coast is well illustrated
with images and maps, and has an
impressive bibliography with a better
index than one often finds these days.
It will be a readable, authoritative, recommended addition to anyone’s New
Mexico history library. 
A highlight of John Porter Bloom's extensive
career includes his longtime work as an editor
of the Territorial Papers of the United States
for the National Archives in Washington,
D.C. He brings his knowledge to SFTA as a
proofreader of Wagon Tracks.
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Join a Chapter and Get More Involved
by Marcia Fox, Membership Chair
As you read this issue of Wagon Tracks, please take pride
and accept our thanks for being one of nearly 500 members
who have chosen to promote the legacy of the Santa Fe
Trail by belonging to the Association. Many of you are active members in the Association and we thank you for your
contributions.
Some of you, however, might have a desire to become more
directly involved in the preservation of the Trail. One of the
best ways to do this is to join one or more of the 12 chapters of the Association. It is the members of the chapters
that provide the boots on the ground to install the signage
to mark the trail or to preserve a monument. It is these
same people that develop friendships by joining together
to listen to experts share the history of the trail and those
who traveled it. Often it is the members of the chapter that
are doing the research and presenting their findings. The
chapters even offer their members opportunities to visit the
actual places in their area that the Trail passed through.

If you are considering joining one of the SFTA chapters,
this is the best time to get involved. During the next year
each chapter will be planning their part in the 2021 commemoration of the 200th anniversary of William Becknell’s
first trading trip to Santa Fe. From the largest chapter to
the smallest, all will be providing opportunities for their
members to promote the legacy of Becknell and the many
traders who made the trek to Santa Fe and points further
south. Just imagine, rather than only reading about the
Trail, you could actually walk in the footprints of those who
experienced it and feel the sense of satisfaction knowing
you are helping to preserve history. 

Chapter Reports
Chapters are listed in order from the beginning of
the Trail in Missouri westward.

TO CONTACT CHAPTER PRESIDENTS,
PLEASE EMAIL THEM AT info@santafetrail.org.
Missouri River Outfitters

Independence, MO
President Anne Mallinson

MRO’s annual membership (and board) meeting was Sunday,
February 24 at the Raytown Historical Society Museum in
Raytown, Missouri. Officers elected were: President-Anne
Mallinson; Vice President-Sarah Tucker Poff; Secretary-Mary
Conrad; Treasurer-Rich Lawson; Historian-Sandy Slusher;
Board Members-Larry Short, Dick Nelson, Ross Marshall,
John Atkinson.
The program for the annual meeting was presented by independent historian David Jackson, titled “An Iron Still in the
Fire-One 1850 California Gold Rush Preservation Story
Continues.”
Our National Trails Day event on June 1 will feature a bus
tour from Independence to Arrow Rock guided by our own
Ross Marshall. This event will also include a family-style meal
at the J Huston Tavern in Arrow Rock. The tour is open to
members of all area historical organizations as well as to the
public.
Kansas City area trails organizations recently lost an enthusiastic supporter. On Sunday, February 17, Lee Kroh passed
peacefully in his sleep, surrounded by family. For decades he
and Dorothy anchored efforts to map and mark original trail
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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alignments in the region. His contributions were critical in
alerting the public to trail routes and sites in western Missouri
and eastern Kansas. He will be greatly missed.
Planning ahead: The joint luncheon meeting of trails organizations in the greater Kansas City area will be held on Saturday,
December 7 at the Drumm Farm Center for Children. The
school features farm-to-table fare grown, prepared, and served
by the young people who live at the school and are learning
culinary arts. The Farm Center is at 3210 Lee’s Summit Road,
Independence, Missouri. Information on reservations and the
menu will be forthcoming closer to the date of the event.
Douglas County

Baldwin City, KS
President Roger Boyd
The Douglas County Chapter hosted their annual dinner on
Sunday, February 24, at the Baldwin City Golf Course Club
House, with 41 in attendance on a cold winter night. Our
speaker for the evening was Dr. James Leiker from Johnson
County Community College. His presentation was entitled
“Voices from a Disease Frontier: Kansas Cholera Epidemic of
1867.”
We are determining what historical site markers need to be
repaired, painted, or replaced this spring, and planning several
new site signs. One is being developed for the Kibbee Cabin
site where the charter for Baker University was signed in
1856. We are also working on an informative sign for Vinland
Grange Hall, located four miles north of Baldwin.
The chapter members are also lobbying Baldwin City Council
members to deed the Santa Fe Depot to our organization. Our
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SFTA Annual Membership January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2019
Name(s) _______________________________________________

□ Life $1000, payable over 4 years

Address _______________________________________________

□ Patron $100/year

City _______________________ State _______ Zip ___________

□ Family $65/year

Phone _______________ Email ____________________________ □ Individual $50/year
□ New member □ Renewing member 			
□ Youth (18 and under) $5/year
I am a member of the following chapter (s) _____________________ □ Non-profit Institution $65/year
________________________________________________________ □ Business $65/year
I’d like to make a donation to assist the SFTA with programs and events.
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Junior Wagon Master Fund.		
		
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
I’d like to donate to the Marker Fund.					
□ $50 □ $100 Other $________
To pay by credit card, go to www.santafetrail.org, and click on “Join the Organization.”
The Santa Fe Trail Association is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt corporation, and all donations
beyond membership dues are tax-deductible to the full extent of the law.

TOTAL ENCLOSED ___________________
Make checks payable to Santa Fe Trail Association

Mail to Ruth Olson Peters, Treasurer, Santa Fe Trail Center, 1349 K-156 Hwy, Larned, KS 67550

Renew by mailing using the above form or renew online at www.santafetrail.org
If you have renewed your membership, pass the form along to a friend or colleague.

Chapter Reports
organization was responsible for salvaging it from demolition in
1975 and was responsible for restoring it in the early 1980s. We
have been leasing it from the City, but we think we have reason
to receive title to the structure.

month on the following dates: April 16, June 18, August 20,
and October 15.

The Board is working on an appropriate 200th anniversary commemoration of the Santa Fe Trail in 2021.

McPherson, KS
President Linda Colle

Heart of the Flint Hills

The signs for the Little Arkansas project have been ordered. We
have also requested a site identification sign for Station Little
Arkansas/Camp Grierson. This sign will be paid for by the
National Park Service, but we will need to pay for the hardware
to install it (posts, bolts, etc.). At some point we hope to have
the sign for the Ralph’s Ruts site. A draft was received last fall
but there were additional changes required. The National Park
Services is using students to design the sign so the project is
taking a bit longer than we hoped.

Council Grove, KS
President Sharon Haun

On June 8, we will have the opening of the newest Santa Fe
Trail site, the Rock Creek Crossing, in eastern Morris County,
six miles east of the Rendezvous site at Council Grove. We are
so proud of our very own member, Della Orton, for making her
dream come true: to have this very significant Santa Fe Trail
site, which is located on her property, available to the public.
The chapter is planning for 2021. In the summer of 2017, the
City of Council Grove appointed a core committee to begin
this planning. This committee contains chapter members, but it
is significant that the City of Council Grove is in support of all
the SFT activities planned for 2021. Planning continues with
monthly meetings. Many of the events are almost ready to put
on the permanent SFT calendar.
Cottonwood Crossing

McPherson, KS
President Steve Schmidt

Quivira

We are working to come up with plans to commemorate the
200th anniversary of the opening of the Santa Fe Trail in 2021.
We are working with our communities along the Trail to identify events. We will be discussing this at each meeting this year.
We have several programs lined up for the year. Please put
these dates on your calendar and plan to attend. We had our
first event originally scheduled for February 24, but postponed
to March 3rd due to weather. The event was held at the Coronado Quivira Museum, in Lyons, Kansas, and included our
annual meeting and the program “Railroaded: The Industry That
Shaped Kansas” presented by Leo Oliva.

Directors and officers will be elected at the chapter’s April
meeting. Meetings in 2019 will be on the third Tuesday of the
Published
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Additional events:

April 23 “Water in Kansas: Past & Present,” was presented by
Rex Buchanan. Invitation to join the Inman Historical Society.
Held at the Inman Community Center, 406 E. Center Street,
Inman, Kansas
July 22 “Cholera on the Plains” presented by Linda Colle,
joint meeting with the Barton County Historical Society.
7:30 p.m. Barton County Museum, 85 U.S. Highway 281,
Great Bend, Kansas
October 5 “Memories of The Santa Fe School,” presented by
Phyllis Scherich, joint program with the McPherson County
Historical Society, 2:00 p.m. McPherson Museum, 1111 East
Kansas, McPherson, Kansas
In addition, there may be workdays for the installation of the
Little Arkansas signs. We hope to have a Boy Scout work
with us to install the signs as part of an Eagle Scout project.
Wet/Dry Routes

Great Bend, KS
President George Elmore
The spring program was held in Larned on April 28. Dr. Oliva
presented a program featuring Simon Bolivar Buckner and
the letters he wrote in 1851-52 traveling the trail from Fort
Leavenworth to Fort Atkins.
A few of the Wet/Dry members are assisting the Fort
Larned Old Guard members to erect a marker at the site of
Confrontation Ridge. This sign will mark the spot where
on April 14, 1867, General Hancock and George Custer,
with 1,400 soldiers, were stopped on top of the low ridge by
around 300 Cheyenne and Lakota mounted warriors ready for
battle. We plan have this sign in place for a Saturday, April
27, dedication ceremony. Upon returning to Fort Larned, the
Old Guard host an afternoon of programs. The day will end
with a meal in the Quartermaster building, with the evening
program by Dr. Douglas Scott on the archaeological work at
Fort Larned.
The Wet/Dry and the Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron
chapters have designed and received the sign that will be
marking the Coon Creek site where Corporal Herron’s heroic
action in 1868 earned him the Medal of Honor. Both chapters
will host a dedication of the sign on Sunday June 2. Plans are
to have a meal in Dodge City followed by Dr. Leo Oliva giving a short program on Herron and the action that earned him
the Medal of Honor. Following the program we will travel to
Coon Creek Crossing for the sign dedication. Those attending
will be able to view the actual site from a short distance.
Dodge City/Fort Dodge/Cimarron

Dodge City, KS
President Mike Strodtman

The chapter’s winter meeting was held on February 17 at
Boot Hill. Bill Bunyan gave a program about George W.
(“Hoodoo”) Brown, a scout for the army when the Northern
Cheyenne left their reservation in Oklahoma, trying to return
to their homeland in the north. We elected chapter officers for
the next two years. Elected were Mike Strodtman, President;
Bill Bunyan, Vice President; Kathie Bell, Secretary; Mike
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/wagon_tracks/vol33/iss3/1
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Bell, Treasurer; Kay Rose, Newsletter Editor; Darrell Dupree,
Cimarron Director; Marcella Warner Holman, Fort Dodge
Director.
The Leander Herron story board has been ordered. It will be
placed on 125 Road just above where the battle with 50 Kiowa
Indians took place. The storyboard will be located beside a
current limestone post and a plaque about the Coon Creek
Crossing where the battle took place in eastern Ford County
south of Spearville. The Spearville township board gave us
permission for the storyboard placement. The storyboard is to
be paid for by our chapter and the Wet-Dry chapter. We will
apply for a Mariah Fund grant to help with the cost.
Both chapters will meet on June 2 at the Dodge House
Restaurant at 1:00 for lunch and to hear a program by Dr.
Leo Oliva and then journey up to 125 Road to dedicate the
storyboard.
Saturday, August 3rd, the chapter will host a big event at
Casey’s Cowtown, as part of Dodge City Days. Ken Weidner
will talk about the Cheyenne Indians, and have his teepee set
up at the Cowtown. As a joint meeting with the Dodge City
Chapter of the Western Cattle Trail Association, Michael
Grauer, National President of the Western, will also speak,
and both chapters will have short business meetings. Other
activities will be a day-long Western Art Show hosted by Mike
Casey and Inga Ojala at the Cowtown, country music, and
Josh Rosner’s Western photo parlor. A western costume contest will be judged by Mark and Alice Ferguson. The Cowtown
will be open for meals at noon. The general public is welcome
to attend this Dodge City Days event.
A possible program for the fall is a program about the Hispanics on the trail presented by Ellen Jones, a Park Ranger at Fort
Lamed.
Wagon Bed Spring

Lakin, KS
President Linda Peters

The Chapter met on April 18 at the Grant County Museum
in Ulysses, Kansas. Our speaker was James Coverdale of Perryton, Texas. His presentation was about the Kiowa Indians.
If you still need to renew your membership, or wish to become
a member, please send a check, payable to the Wagon Bed
Springs Chapter, to the Grant County Chamber of Commerce, 113B South Mail Street, Ulysses, KS 67880. Dues are
as follows: Individual $10, Family $15, Institutional $25, and
Benefactor $500.
Cimarron Cutoff

Elkhart, KS
President Jay Williams
Chapter member Linda Minns is working with Kerry Cromer,
the manager of the ranch where Willow Bar Crossing is located. Kerry’s brother Lyndon escorted Linda and her husband
Harry to the crossing. The trio also went about a mile west
of the crossing and was able to locate trail ruts ascending a
ridge to the southwest. Hopefully through Linda’s efforts our
chapter will be able to have a sign telling where the crossing is
located. The first meeting of the year was in April at Elkhart.
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Bent’s Fort

Lamar, CO
President Kevin Lindahl
Chapter members met on February 16th and shared our love
of books and lore about the Santa Fe Trail and related events
of the 19th century. Along with our book discussion, Cynthia
Wiley, Museum Curator at Bent’s Old Fort told us about the
library and other resources available at Bent’s Old Fort. She
provided a web address to the National Park Service Libraries.
https://www.library.nps.gov.
The chapter vests are available for $45 each by contacting Dottie Russell at 719-336-2213.
Members of the Year are Larry and Linda Bourne. They have
done a wonderful job at Boggsville, and we are grateful for their
active role in improving this historic site.
Plans have begun for a xeriscape garden at Boggsville in
memory of Emery Murray, longtime chapter member. It is
hoped that the garden can be dedicated during the Boggsville
clean-up in April.
The remainder of the year as planned at this time include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

May 11: Grasslands Tour
June 7-9: Weekend event, Abiquiú and sites around northern New Mexico
July 13: Speaker TBA
August 10: Johnson Mesa and Rock House in northern
New Mexico
September 25-28: SFTA 2019 Symposium in St. Louis
October 19: Sand Creek Massacre Site
November 9: Education Meeting, Speaker TBA December
14: 2020 Planning Meeting

Corazon de los Caminos

Cimarron, NM
President Doyle Daves

At the chapter meeting in Springer on February 9, a proposal
was made to update and reprint a listing of museums available
within the communities of the chapter. Following discussion,
Dennis Schneider was authorized to make appropriate arrangements to accomplish this. A discussion regarding changes in
the chapter’s bylaws resulted in a decision to prepare a revised
draft to submit to the membership prior to the November business meeting.
We established a bicentennial commemoration planning committee of Dennis Ditmanson, Chair, Faye Gaines, Abby Reaves,
BeBee Comay, and Tom and Peggy Ferguson. Doyle Daves
gave a brief talk about his research project about an unusual
Mexican family, Ruiz de Esparza, who arrived at San Miguel
del Bado in 1813 and now has many descendants in the area.

13 we toured the Santa Fe Trail from Las Vegas to Bernal.
Upcoming activities include:
May 11: Visit, Point of Rocks (Colfax County), Faye Gaines,
organizer.
June 8: Tour, San Miguel del Bado and nearby sights, Rudy
Laumbach and Doyle Daves, organizers
July 13: Cimarron, Saint James Hotel, lunch, talk by Steve
Zimmer, tour Old Mill, Dennis Schneider, organizer.
August 10: Joint with Bent’s Fort Chapter, Tour of Johnson
Mesa and Mancos Burro Pass, Abby Reaves, organizer.
September 14: Fort Union and Santa Fe Trail ruts, etc., organizer not determined.
October 19: Joint with Bent’s Fort Chapter, Tour of Sand
Creek Massacre Site.
November 9: Raton, Annual Meeting, Raton Museum Tour,
Peggy Ferguson, organizer, details to be determined.
End of the Trail

Santa Fe, NM
President Joy Poole
The 2019 officers for the chapter are Joy Poole, La Alcadesa;
Kermit Hill, VP; Pam Najdowski, La Tesora; and Cam Kattell,
Secretary. Members of the End of the Trail Chapter continue
to collaborate with members of the Corazon de los Caminos
Chapter on the Tiptonville Wayside Exhibit. The End of the
Trail Chapter contributed $250 to the 2019 NM History Day
event as a sponsorship and to advance student research on the
Santa Fe Trail.
Programs for 2019:
May 11: “Over the Santa Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travels of Dr.
Rowland Willard,” by Joy Poole, 1:30-3:30 p.m.
June 29: Cimarron Field Trip. View the wayside exhibits and
Santa Fe hiking trail, tour the new museum and then visit
Rayado to see the Kit Carson, Abreu, and Maxwell dwellings.
Depart Santa Fe at 8 a.m., return 5 p.m.
September 21: “The West: Singing its Story” by Ralph Estes,
who is a troubadour singing and telling stories of the West. He
is a member of the Western Music Association, Wild West
History Association, and Western Writers of America. He runs
the Corrales Campfires series of house concerts. 1:30-3:30 p.m.
November 16: “Buffalo Soldiers and the Frontier Military,”
presentation by Henry B. Crawford, 1:30-3:30 p.m. Henry B.
Crawford is the retired Curator of History at the Museum of
Texas Tech University, and a Research Associate there. He has
been active in living history interpretation and reenactment for
almost forty years, and has coordinated several living history
events.

On March 9 the chapter toured the National Scout Museum
located south of Cimarron on NM 21, heard a talk, “Over a
half-century of recollections from Philmont/Cimarron residency,” followed by lunch and a tour of Ville Philmonte. On April
Published
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Santa Fe Trail Association
1046 Red Oaks NE
Albuquerque, NM 87122
www.santafetrail.org

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

EVENTS
May 11: Colorado. Bent's Fort Chapter
grasslands tour.
May 11: Las Vegas, NM. Corazon de
los Caminos Chapter. Tour of Santa Fe
Trail Route.
May 11: Santa Fe, NM. End of the
Trail Chapter meeting. "Over the Santa
Fe Trail to Mexico: The Travels of Dr.
Rowland Willard."
June 1: Arrow Rock, MO. MRO Chapter National Trails Day tour.
June 2: Dodge City, KS. Dodge City
and Wet/Dry Chapters meeting. "Leander Heron."
June 7-9: Abiquiú, NM. Bent's Fort
Chapter tour.
June 8: San Miguel del Bado, NM.
Corazon Chapter tour.
June 8: Council Grove, KS. Opening of
Rock Creek Trail.
June 18: Cottonwood Crossing Chapter
meeting.
June 29: Cimarron, NM. End of the
Trail Chapter field trip.
July 1: Deadline for SFTA awards and
Hall of Fame submissions.

July 10. Wagon Tracks submission deadline.
July 13: Cimarron, NM. Corazon Chapter
meeting.
July 13: Colorado. Bent's Fort Chapter meeting.
July 22: Great Bend, KS. Quivira Chapter
meeting. "Cholera on the Plains."
August 3: Dodge City, KS. Dodge City Chapter hosts Dodge City Days.
August 10: Northern NM. Bent's Fort Chapter
/Corazon Chapter tour of Johnson Mesa and
Rock House.
August 23: Last date for St. Louis hotel reservations to get room block price.
September 25: St. Louis, MO.
SFTA board meeting.
September 25-28: St. Louis, MO. SFTA
Symposium.
April 17-18, 2020: Dodge City, KS. SFTA /
NPS Workshop and SFTA board meeting.
September 24-26, 2020: Larned, KS. SFTA
Rendezvous.
April 16-17, 2021: Location TBD. SFTA /
NPS Workshop and SFTA board meeting.
June 12, 2021: near Council Grove, KS.
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Symphony in the Flint Hills on
the Santa Fe Trail.
September 22-25, 2021: Bent’s
Old Fort, CO. SFTA Symposium.
For information on Fort activities: See www.nps.gov/planyourvisit/event-search.htm. See also
www.santafetrail.org for more
details.

Thank you
Wagon Tracks
proofreaders
•

John Porter Bloom

•

Steve Schmidt

•

Robin Henry
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